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Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She was abashed by the unexpected praise and didn't know what to say.
    (a) embarrassed or unsettled
    (b) tired and distracted
    (c) delighted and confident
1. Her aspiration to travel the world was finally realized when she received a job offer from an international company.
    (a) desire
    (b) payment
    (c) reason
1. I am trying to understand her, but I am bewildered.
    (a) bored
    (b) confused
    (c) distracted
1. The congregation voted to approve appointment of the new minister.
    (a) people who agree
    (b) people who worship together
    (c) people who meet periodically
1. She consorts with gang members and criminals.
    (a) avoids company
    (b) fights
    (c) associates
1. The chemical was deemed unsafe to use in children's products.
    (a) manufactured
    (b) tested
    (c) judged
1. He had a hideous scar running from his forehead to his jaw.
    (a) extremely ugly
    (b) perfectly healed
    (c) barely noticeable
1. We lamented our sad circumstances.
    (a) expressed grief about
    (b) made worse
    (c) improved
1. Many graduates have high college debt. Moreover, too many of them haven't found good-paying jobs.
    (a) in addition to that
    (b) in contrast to that
    (c) as a result of that
1. She loves him. Nevertheless, she is determined to stop seeing him unless he stops drinking.
    (a) despite that
    (b) also
    (c) in addition
1. Top athletes persevere through pain to reach their goals.
    (a) give up at first try
    (b) rest before any effort
    (c) push on through hardship
1. Benjamin Franklin's parents were pious Puritans.
    (a) traditional
    (b) non-traditional
    (c) highly religious
1. She reveres nature and all that is natural.
    (a) deeply respects
    (b) thoroughly enjoys
    (c) dislikes and avoids
1. That coach scorns students who don't have natural ability.
    (a) encourages
    (b) trains
    (c) disrespects
1. Her scruples were not so strong as to withstand her friend's arguments.
    (a) known facts
    (b) principles that discourage certain kinds of action
    (c) firmness of purpose
1. What does the serpent represent in the Garden of Eden?
    (a) apple
    (b) fig leaf
    (c) snake
1. Many were surprised that a venerable institution like Bear Stearns could so rapidly go out of business.
    (a) long respected
    (b) large and successful
    (c) popular
1. She gazed at her reflection in the mirror, studying her own visage with a critical eye.
    (a) clothing
    (b) body
    (c) face
1. Without water, the plants in the garden began to wither and die.
    (a) dry out
    (b) become dormant
    (c) grow stronger
1. The photograph showed poor people in a wretched village in East Africa.
    (a) irresponsible
    (b) foolish or thoughtless
    (c) in terrible condition
