Wringer
Jerry Spinelli
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Pigeon Day is the traditional climax of Family Fest, a weeklong celebration of amusement rides, pie-eating contests…
    (a) the degree to which a performance of or to someone else's work lends itself to the expression of personal artistic ideas or feelings by the performer
    (b) of something typically done for a long time
    (c) related to an economic system based on government ownership or control of all important companies -- with the ideal of equal benefits to all people
1. Pigeon Day is the traditional climax of Family Fest, a weeklong celebration of amusement rides, pie-eating contests ... Wringer
    (a) "spiritually renew" (a person) in a Christian ceremony  OR  initiate or purify by a challenging experience
    (b) treat something in an educated, intellectual way -- often excluding emotional or practical considerations
    (c) the most exciting or important part of a story, musical piece, or other thing that has a series of events
1. Palmer opened them: a soccer ball, a book, a pair of sneakers, a Monopoly game.
    (a) in a manner that tries to obtain a result through gentle and careful effort -- often gently persuading
    (b) complete control over a product, service, or resource -- usually by a single person, company, or group
    (c) in the manner of someone who consumes more than they should -- especially eating and drinking too much
1. Beans and the guys hated Dorothy and harassed her whenever they got the chance.
    (a) to repeatedly bother or attack
    (b) took (power or responsibility)
    (c) developed or changed gradually
1. It had long seemed a curious contradiction to Palmer, that among the three kids rollicking on the field, Henry was the tallest yet also the meekest.
    (a) something made of the brownish metal with the same name -- such as a sculpture or a third place medal
    (b) something (typically a statement) that disagrees with itself; or (more rarely) the act of disagreeing
    (c) nerve cells running from the base of the skull to the lower back and enclosed by vertebrae in adults
1. He was about to receive the ultimate honor, the ultimate test, The Treatment.
    (a) most extreme as in final, best, worst, most important, or most fundamental
    (b) the state or degree of having found a condition or substance to be present
    (c) related to a chronic mental disorder that leads to violent social behavior
1. "Good," she said with a disdainful sniff.
    (a) impossible to find
    (b) good or beneficial
    (c) full of disrespect
1. He played with the guys, and when they came to taunt Dorothy, he did not feel as bad as he had before.
    (a) treat in a manner that demonstrates a sense of superiority, but is supposed to seem kind  OR  the actions of a patron (to support someone or something; or to be a customer)
    (b) (verb) to intentionally anger, challenge, or upset someone -- especially by mocking them or hurling insults  OR  (noun) an insult or other action intended to anger, challenge, or upset someone
    (c) American football:  a defensive maneuver to swiftly tackle the quarterback by pursuing him with one or more defenders who normally remain behind the line of scrimmage
1. And most of all the pigeon, the one pigeon that hurried across the grass lopsided—"loppysided," as Palmer would have said then—as if one leg had been kicked out from under it, hurrying, hobbling, wobbling in goofy loops, tilting like a sailboat blown over, a boy chasing after, running and reaching, the boy laughing, the people laughing, little Palmer thinking, The boy wants it for a pet.
    (a) presenting something to treat as true in order to advance a discussion or to further investigation even though it might not be true
    (b) injuring the ligaments of a joint by stretching them too far (ligaments are the tough, fibrous bands that connect bones across joints)
    (c) walked with difficulty (due to injury or physical impediment)

or:

hindered (made the action or progress of something difficult)
1. Heaven, Palmer thought with a smile, must be teeming with pigeons.
    (a) empty (has none)
    (b) filled (has many)
    (c) slowly losing
1. It flew to the bookcase, ambled across the booktops, pecked at pages.
    (a) not concentrated
    (b) jumped or leaped
    (c) walked leisurely
1. The others were outside sucking fresh air and trying to expel from their nose buds the odor of warm, dead muskrat.
    (a) force out
    (b) translate
    (c) collision
1. Except to walk around them when they planted themselves in front of her, she in no way acknowledged their existence.
    (a) subtracted
    (b) recognized
    (c) translated
1. It was a dilemma: you wanted to be a year older, you did not want The Treatment, and you couldn't have one without the other.
    (a) connected by blood or marriage; or a  plant or animal related by origin or grouping
    (b) a situation in which a difficult choice must be made between imperfect alternatives
    (c) relating to the south Asian Muslim republic that is the fifth most populous country
1. As for the Beans Boys, as they sometimes called themselves, by spring they had tired of tormenting Dorothy and pretty much ignored her.
    (a) causing great mental or physical suffering
    (b) providing evidence that proves or supports
    (c) is most powerful, important, or noticeable
1. The more agitated he became, the faster he paced.
    (a) thought carefully and made a judgment about
    (b) not calm; or stirred up (often emotionally)
    (c) concentrated, look at, or paid attention to
1. "My mother's afraid I'll catch the flu," he blurted and ran from the room before she could stop him.
    (a) influenza -- a highly contagious respiratory disease
    (b) overuse of a shared good by people not paying for it
    (c) existing in fact even though not officially declared
1. The empty look on Beans's face indicated that the answer had reached his ears, but no farther.
    (a) copied
    (b) showed
    (c) traded
1. This, however, had not prevented Beans from climbing the stairs to the bathroom no fewer than three times during the party.
    (a) not provided with investment funds
    (b) not interacting; or not interested
    (c) stopped (something from happening)
1. When he told her of his lifelong fear, that he dreaded the day he would become ten and a wringer, his lip quivered and she made a sound of pain and squeezed him tight to her and stroked his head and his back.
    (a) not working or not operating
    (b) to shake or tremble slightly
    (c) calculates or judges too low
