Where the Red Fern Grows
Wilson Rawls
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Rumors abound about the new student in class.
    (a) are rare
    (b) are plentiful
    (c) gradually disappear
1. She likes to make people lose their cool by starting belligerent political arguments.
    (a) hostile or combative
    (b) ridiculous or absurd
    (c) clever or intelligent
1. Alternating walk and rest was more beneficial than continuous walking for people with Type 2 diabetes.
    (a) uninterrupted
    (b) scheduled
    (c) occasional
1. We'll see if her cheerful disposition continues when she's tired and under stress.
    (a) team
    (b) personality
    (c) generosity
1. Although her illness was currently dormant, the doctors advised regular checkups to watch for any changes.
    (a) inactive but still present
    (b) recently discovered
    (c) mild and unimportant
1. Rumors began to fester in the absence of clear communication from leadership.
    (a) fade away gradually
    (b) grow worse over time
    (c) started abruptly
1. Youth is fleeting.
    (a) short-lived
    (b) reckless
    (c) troubled
1. She didn’t heed the storm warnings and got caught in the heavy rain.
    (a) tell others of
    (b) pay attention to
    (c) pass through
1. The worst legislation is passed when voters are whipped into a state of hysteria.
    (a) extreme anger
    (b) complete confusion
    (c) uncontrollable emotion
1. Stretching every morning keeps her limber enough to do the splits.
    (a) flexible and loose
    (b) stiff and sore
    (c) weak and tired
1. How could she be so nonchalant about making him suffer?
    (a) unconcerned
    (b) dishonset
    (c) happy
1. The persistence of the scientist in her research eventually led to a groundbreaking discovery.
    (a) blind optimism
    (b) continuing effort despite difficulties
    (c) immediate success
1. She is operating to repair the muscle wall through which the hernia protrudes.
    (a) shrinks back
    (b) heals over
    (c) sticks out
1. She decided to resume her studies after taking a year off to travel.
    (a) begin
    (b) finish
    (c) begin again
1. The salve also acts as a moisturizer.
    (a) humidity
    (b) cream
    (c) nutrient
1. Sherlock Holmes is known for solving mysteries using logic and careful observation.
    (a) fictional pirate of the seas
    (b) fictional alien superhero
    (c) fictional London detective
1. The desert had sparse vegetation, with only a few hardy plants scattered about.
    (a) neatly arranged
    (b) lush and thick
    (c) thinly scattered
1. The clothesline was taut between the two trees in the yard.
    (a) noisy
    (b) shiny
    (c) tight
1. I awakened to a twilight sky but did not know if the sun was setting or rising.
    (a) the light from the sky between daylight and darkness
    (b) the light from the sky just after sunset
    (c) the light from the sky just before sunrise
1. Don't underestimate that wily old attorney.
    (a) well-connected
    (b) clever
    (c) experienced
