Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Ma had told her older sisters to watch out for them; if you look tempting, men turn into predators.
    (a) people who victimize others
    (b) people who ignore others
    (c) people who hunt animals
1. Crows can't keep secrets any better than mud; once they see something curious in the forest they have to tell everybody. Those who listen are rewarded; either warned of predators or alerted to food.
    (a) insects
    (b) strong winds
    (c) hunters
1. But this was too abrupt—picnic, then mate the Marsh Girl.
    (a) expected
    (b) sudden
    (c) planned
1. He turned his outsized pickup onto the track and cruised quietly toward the dwelling, easing to a stop fifty feet from the door.
    (a) home
    (b) office
    (c) building
1. Lately, a few vague thoughts of marriage to Chase had formed in her mind, but she had not dared dwell on them.
    (a) count
    (b) share discussion
    (c) focus
1. Never would she have taken a barefoot marsh dweller as a daughter-in-law.
    (a) someone who lives in a place
    (b) someone who visits a place
    (c) someone who leaves a place
1. She knew this was not a dark side to Nature, just inventive ways to endure against all odds.
    (a) decline
    (b) enjoy life
    (c) continued to exist
1. In sudden clarity Kya saw what Ma had endured and why she left.
    (a) enjoyed
    (b) rushed through
    (c) suffered through
1. In fact, ma'am, the way the law reads, whoever comes along and pays off them back taxes owns the land even if they don't got no deed.
    (a) special permit
    (b) ownership document
    (c) property map
1. In nature—out yonder where the crawdads sing—these ruthless-seeming behaviors actually increase the mother's number of young over her lifetime, and thus her genes for abandoning offspring in times of stress are passed on to the next generation.
    (a) tendency
    (b) reluctant desire
    (c) DNA segments
1. The point is: can you listen to the testimony given here and decide whether she's guilty or innocent based on the evidence, not on past experience or feelings?
    (a) news reports
    (b) witness statements
    (c) judge's statements
1. But in this case, there was no murder weapon, no fingerprints or footprints, so Eric intended to begin with motive.
    (a) rumors (that has been whispered)
    (b) the reason for doing something
    (c) the technique used to do something
1. Folks had made a stir when they walked in with Tate and sat downstairs in the "white area." But when the bailiff reported this to Judge Sims, still in his chambers, the judge told him to announce that anybody of any color or creed could sit anywhere they wanted in his courtroom, and if somebody didn't like it, they were free to leave.
    (a) prosecutor
    (b) defendant's lawyer
    (c) court officer
1. I'm here to testify as an expert that there were no footprints under the tower except ours and the boys'.
    (a) consider the possibility
    (b) say
    (c) show (a video)
1. All right, we know from her own drawings that the defendant, Miss Clark, climbed the fire tower with Chase at least once; we know she gave the shell necklace to him.
    (a) attorney
    (b) accused person
    (c) eyewitness
1. His face blazed with shame as he realized that he—like some of the ignorant villagers—had been prejudiced against Kya because she had grown up in the marsh.
    (a) physically pushing
    (b) having unfair beliefs
    (c) physically leaning
1. You can't get hurt when you love someone from the other side of an estuary.
    (a) a windy part of a river
    (b) a wide part of a river
    (c) a fast part of a river
1. Nature had nurtured, tutored, and protected her when no one else would.
    (a) befriended
    (b) helped
    (c) challenged
1. Tate's devotion eventually convinced her that human love is more than the bizarre mating competitions of the marsh creatures, but life also taught her that ancient genes for survival still persist in some undesirable forms among the twists and turns of man's genetic code.
    (a) grow worse
    (b) continue to exist
    (c) go away
1. She was bonded to her planet and its life in a way few people are.
    (a) stuck
    (b) suited
    (c) connected
