Twelfth Night
William Shakespeare
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The reporter accosted the politician as she left the building, bombarding her with questions about the recent scandal.
    (a) approached timidly
    (b) approached aggressively
    (c) approached politely
1. She was wined, dined, and beguiled into signing the contract.
    (a) tricked
    (b) encouraged
    (c) forced
1. Our organization bestows honors, awards, and sometimes cash prizes to promising writers.
    (a) gives
    (b) shows
    (c) recommends
1. Congressional power is constrained by the court.
    (a) restricted
    (b) threatened
    (c) enforced
1. The worst mix -- greedy, cunning, and without morals.
    (a) clever and deceitful
    (b) strong and cruel
    (c) stupid and impatient
1. She's doing what she can to change the subject and dissemble.
    (a) re-think beliefs
    (b) disguise the truth
    (c) change reality
1. He feigned surprise when his coworkers shouted 'Happy Birthday!'
    (a) expected
    (b) faked
    (c) shared
1. Words can be like baseball bats when used maliciously against someone who is sensitive.
    (a) evilly
    (b) carelessly
    (c) mockingly
1. This weather makes me melancholy. I can't wait for spring,
    (a) happy
    (b) sad
    (c) feel like singing
1. Many graduates have high college debt. Moreover, too many of them haven't found good-paying jobs.
    (a) in contrast to that
    (b) in addition to that
    (c) as a result of that
1. She is notorious for flagrant fouls and losing her temper.
    (a) frightening and intimidating
    (b) well known for something bad
    (c) widely admired
1. The criminal was ordered to pay recompense to his victims as part of his sentence.
    (a) compensation for loss
    (b) an apology
    (c) a penalty fine
1. I don't want to spoil her, but I don't have the heart to reprove her.
    (a) instruct
    (b) criticize
    (c) compliment
1. The computer programmer went rogue and started leaking classified files without permission.
    (a) unconcerned
    (b) untrustworthy
    (c) exhausted
1. Work is scarce in the region.
    (a) in short supply
    (b) easily found
    (c) extremely hard
1. That coach scorns students who don't have natural ability.
    (a) disrespects
    (b) trains
    (c) encourages
1. Her scruples were not so strong as to withstand her friend's arguments.
    (a) principles that discourage certain kinds of action
    (b) firmness of purpose
    (c) known facts
1. Authorities said the milk was tainted with rat poison.
    (a) sabotaged
    (b) contaminated
    (c) stored
1. She has served her country with valor.
    (a) wisdom
    (b) courage
    (c) enthusiasm
1. The experiment yielded data that raised a new set of questions.
    (a) destroyed
    (b) produced
    (c) slowed down
