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Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. His British accent turned out to be an affectation he picked up in college.
    (a) fake mannerism
    (b) honest trait
    (c) old hobby
1. She doesn't think of him in an amorous way.
    (a) light-hearted
    (b) logical or analytical
    (c) romantic or sexual
1. Her innovative approach to solving problems earned her the approbation of her peers.
    (a) approval
    (b) sympathy
    (c) distrust
1. She was doomed to an empty life motivated by avarice.
    (a) selfishness
    (b) laziness
    (c) greed
1. Juries can construe evidence to mean something it does not.
    (a) record
    (b) interpret
    (c) destroy
1. She is a contemptible liar.
    (a) good (at pretending)
    (b) unreliable
    (c) deserving no respect
1. The novel describes a night of debauchery that leaves the guests ashamed.
    (a) careful planning
    (b) wild immoral behavior
    (c) quiet reflection
1. In algebra, letters often denote unknown numbers in equations.
    (a) scatter
    (b) confuse
    (c) represent
1. The new company was halted in their tracks when the city had a cease-and-desist order issued.
    (a) to not do something
    (b) gain advantage from
    (c) influence or effect
1. She likes it when they stick to the numbers and don't digress into storytelling.
    (a) wander
    (b) compete
    (c) elaborate
1. She has a discerning eye for talent.
    (a) having good energy
    (b) having good judgment
    (c) having good fun
1. She knew neither filial nor romantic love.
    (a) owner/pet
    (b) parent/child
    (c) friend/friend
1. The class was subjected to a ten-minute harangue for not taking their homework more seriously.
    (a) lecture
    (b) delay
    (c) assignment
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) impulsive
    (b) cautious
    (c) wealthy
1. The poll tax was designed as a particularly odious violation of civil rights.
    (a) harmful and hidden
    (b) extremely dislikable
    (c) extremely devious
1. My apology did not pacify her.
    (a) interest
    (b) calm
    (c) make sense to
1. Her tone was peremptory, preventing argument or disagreement.
    (a) not allowing contradiction or refusal
    (b) not in line with her usual manner
    (c) more rushed than usual
1. When she says, "Cheaters never prosper," she is voicing a pious hope rather than a law of nature.
    (a) sincerely felt, but highly unlikely
    (b) saying one thing while meaning another
    (c) self-righteous or holier-than-thou
1. Critics called the event a profligate display of wealth during a time of economic hardship.
    (a) (adjective) designed to stop something  OR  (noun) something that stops something else
    (b) wastefully extravagant
    (c) related to intelligence -- such as requiring, appealing to, or possessing intelligence
1. The lawyers will remonstrate that we're starting without a written agreement, but we trust each other.
    (a) protest
    (b) promise
    (c) explain
