To Build a Fire
Jack London
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She gets agitated whenever the topic comes up.
    (a) calm and thoughtful
    (b) emotionally disturbed
    (c) gloomy (sad)
1. Until she learned to motivate herself, apathy led to bad grades.
    (a) lack of ability
    (b) lack of interest
    (c) distraction
1. If I fail English because I didn't do my homework, there will be no appeasing my mother.
    (a) hiding from
    (b) calming
    (c) talking with
1. She looked forward to meeting his parents, but not without apprehension.
    (a) excitement
    (b) nervousness
    (c) preparation
1. She asserts that her opponent lacks managerial experience.
    (a) proves
    (b) demonstrates
    (c) says
1. She rescued me from despair.
    (a) poverty
    (b) hopelessness
    (c) fear
1. This may be our last chance to devise a compromise that will save the peace.
    (a) consider
    (b) save
    (c) create
1. After the incident, support for the policy ebbed.
    (a) disappeared
    (b) increased
    (c) declined
1. Modern smartphones enable people to work from almost anywhere.
    (a) require
    (b) allow
    (c) remind
1. I floundered my first week on the job.
    (a) enjoyed
    (b) excelled
    (c) struggled
1. It's becoming imperative that we get that national deficit under control.
    (a) a popular belief
    (b) essential and urgent
    (c) an excuse for ignoring other problems
1. The small reading group became the nucleus of a schoolwide book club.
    (a) critics
    (b) center
    (c) ending
1. We can work together or perish separately.
    (a) die
    (b) work
    (c) fail
1. Have you read MLK's poignant "Letter from Birmingham Jail"?
    (a) logically compelling
    (b) arousing deep emotion
    (c) long
1. I received an invoice for $100 for services rendered.
    (a) described in writing
    (b) provided or supplied
    (c) to be performed
1. She has a good eye for subtle differences in color.
    (a) complementary
    (b) minor
    (c) contrasting
1. Is there sufficient cause for a search warrant?
    (a) clear or obvious
    (b) adequate (enough)
    (c) dangerous
1. I awakened to a twilight sky but did not know if the sun was setting or rising.
    (a) the light from the sky just after sunset
    (b) the light from the sky between daylight and darkness
    (c) the light from the sky just before sunrise
1. She had a wistful, dreamy look as she thought about how life would change if she could get a good job.
    (a) showing determination
    (b) showing optimism
    (c) showing longing
1. I yearn for more independence.
    (a) fear
    (b) desire
    (c) work
