The Thundering Herd
Zane Grey
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Rumors abound about the new student in class.
    (a) are rare
    (b) are plentiful
    (c) gradually disappear
1. She accepted the invitation with alacrity.
    (a) quickness
    (b) embarrassment
    (c) concern
1. Until she learned to motivate herself, apathy led to bad grades.
    (a) distraction
    (b) lack of interest
    (c) lack of ability
1. She took every opportunity to assail the policy.
    (a) understand
    (b) study
    (c) attack
1. The chef served copious amounts of food at the wedding reception.
    (a) small in amount
    (b) rare and unusual
    (c) large in quantity
1. In algebra, letters often denote unknown numbers in equations.
    (a) scatter
    (b) represent
    (c) confuse
1. She heard the discordant clanging of pots in the kitchen.
    (a) loud sound
    (b) unpleasant sound
    (c) attractive sound
1. Her sincere apology engendered forgiveness from the people she had hurt.
    (a) refused to accept
    (b) caused to develop
    (c) tried to hide
1. She loves singing and evinces a natural gift.
    (a) shows
    (b) lacks
    (c) craves
1. It's a 300-page report, but the gist of it is that the plan won't work.
    (a) problem
    (b) main point
    (c) concern
1. The brace I have to wear is hindering my movements
    (a) drawing attention to
    (b) helping or assisting
    (c) making difficult
1. Concern for her children's safety impelled her to take action and confront the intruder.
    (a) prevented
    (b) slowed
    (c) drove
1. They have interposed themselves on the side of our enemy.
    (a) hidden
    (b) been seen
    (c) inserted
1. When asked why he wanted to climb the mountain, he retorted laconically, "Because it's there."
    (a) in a manner that uses few words
    (b) in a funny manner
    (c) in a shy manner
1. Barbless hooks are much easier to remove from the fish (and the person fishing, in the event of a mishap).
    (a) minor accident
    (b) reversal of fortunes
    (c) violent argument
1. The boat sheered toward the whale and silenced the engines drifting forward until it was about 100 yards away.
    (a) turned sharply
    (b) raced
    (c) made a gentle arc
1. The spasmodic nature of the economy has made it difficult for businesses to plan for the future.
    (a) politically charged
    (b) happening with short irregular bursts
    (c) long cycles
1. The protesters’ strident chants could be heard from blocks away.
    (a) unexpected or non-typical
    (b) calm and composed
    (c) forceful or loud and harsh
1. She's a bit taciturn by nature, but before breakfast you'd think she is deaf and mute.
    (a) outgoing
    (b) reserved
    (c) low-energy
1. She was determined and did not vacillate in the least.
    (a) celebrate
    (b) waver
    (c) forget
