The Stranger
Albert Camus
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The falling unemployment rate is bolstering consumer confidence.
    (a) confusing
    (b) strengthening
    (c) weakening
1. She presided over the quarrelsome and cantankerous congressional testimony.
    (a) requiring expert testimony
    (b) complex and detailed
    (c) argumentative and uncooperative
1. I try to hire employees who are conscientious.
    (a) smart
    (b) careful
    (c) attractive
1. Congressional power is constrained by the court.
    (a) enforced
    (b) threatened
    (c) restricted
1. Even after the jury found her guilty, she showed no sign of contrition.
    (a) emotion
    (b) understanding
    (c) regret
1. The students demonstrated against limitations on free speech.
    (a) spoke eloquently
    (b) protested
    (c) signed petitions
1. They exulted in the victory.
    (a) felt extreme happiness
    (b) finally rested
    (c) sang
1. I couldn't hear what they were saying or see their faces, but by their gesticulations, I'm sure they were angry at each other.
    (a) facial expressions
    (b) gestures
    (c) tones of voice
1. The guillotine is often associated with the Reign of Terror, a period of extreme violence and political turmoil during the French Revolution.
    (a) a device used to torture people
    (b) a device used to behead people
    (c) a device used to imprison people
1. They trusted her to be impartial.
    (a) smart
    (b) unbiased
    (c) forgiving
1. When income taxes were cut, loopholes were also closed.
    (a) local offices
    (b) exceptions to obligations
    (c) differences in tax rates
1. We bought tickets for the matinée because the evening show was sold out.
    (a) final rehearsal
    (b) daytime performance
    (c) opening speech
1. She grew up in a world of stillbirths and privation.
    (a) lack of basic things needed to live in a satisfactory manner
    (b) rules of conduct said to be universally desired by all peoples
    (c) a stone coffin (usually bearing sculpture or inscriptions)
1. He lay prostrate on the floor after collapsing from exhaustion.
    (a) sitting upright
    (b) curled up tightly
    (c) lying face-down
1. Lenders trust her as a scrupulous property inspector.
    (a) honest and careful
    (b) loud and rude
    (c) fast and cheap
1. She described him as humble, polite, and solicitous.
    (a) perceptive
    (b) smart
    (c) caring
1. The refugees lived in squalid conditions with no clean water or proper shelter.
    (a) filthy and unpleasant
    (b) clean and pleasant
    (c) loud and crowded
1. The information contained in the second report is either corrective of or supplementary to the previous report.
    (a) is a replacement
    (b) is a shorter version
    (c) in addition
1. She's a bit taciturn by nature, but before breakfast you'd think she is deaf and mute.
    (a) reserved
    (b) outgoing
    (c) low-energy
1. I'm growing tired of her tirades.
    (a) displays of angry criticism
    (b) displays of useless guilt
    (c) displays of paralyzing worry
