The Stranger
Albert Camus
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Near him, looking constrained, almost bashful, was old M. Perez, my mother's special friend.
    (a) not provided with investment funds
    (b) restricted; or lacking spontaneity
    (c) stopped (something from happening)
1. By this time all the matinees must have begun.
    (a) daytime performances
    (b) ways of doing things
    (c) acts of hiring again
1. "He was a cantankerous brute," Salamano said.
    (a) not capable of surviving; or not capable of being done
    (b) tending to be grumpy, argumentative, and uncooperative
    (c) not capable of being suffered through (or put up with)
1. He led off by remarking that I had the reputation of being a taciturn, rather self-centered person, and he'd like to know what I had to say to that.
    (a) with a tendency to be reserved and not to talk
    (b) the state or degree of being greater than zero
    (c) mental activity of which one is not self-aware
1. But why, why did you go on firing at a prostrate man?
    (a) spend time with; or someone with whom a person spends a lot of time
    (b) lying down - typically face downward on the ground as in submission
    (c) an overwhelming amount; or to overwhelm -- especially said of water
1. I noticed that his manner seemed genuinely solicitous when he said, "My poor young man"—but I was beginning to have enough of it.
    (a) full of strong desire for something
    (b) in a manner that takes on or adopts
    (c) showing great care or concern for another
1. By rolling up one end one makes a sort of bolster.
    (a) express strong regret
    (b) to strongly criticize
    (c) support or strengthen
1. She was wedged between a small old woman with tight-set lips and a fat matron, without a hat, who was talking shrilly and gesticulated all the time.
    (a) not interacting or having interest; or stopped interacting or having interest
    (b) thought, communicated, or kept attention on something for a prolonged period
    (c) made gestures (hand or body movements) while speaking
1. Except for these privations I wasn't too unhappy.
    (a) things that hold other things together, or wrap or cover or tie something
    (b) international boundaries or wilderness areas at the edge of settled areas
    (c) things that are lacking which are needed to live in a satisfactory manner
1. That—and the fact that I was unfamiliar with court procedure—may explain why I didn't follow very well the opening phases: the drawing of lots for the jury, the various questions put by the presiding judge to the Prosecutor, the foreman of the jury, and my counsel (each time he spoke all the jurymen's heads swung round together toward the bench), the hurried reading of the charge sheet, in the course of which I recognized some familiar names of people and places; then some supplementary questions put to my lawyer.
    (a) additional
    (b) is a replacement
    (c) is a shorter version
1. He said that the trial proper was about to begin, and he need hardly say that he expected the public to refrain from any demonstration whatsoever.
    (a) lacking experience or sophistication
    (b) public protest or display of support
    (c) in keeping with (or in harmony with)
1. He explained that he was there to supervise the proceedings, as a sort of umpire, and he would take a scrupulously impartial view of the case.
    (a) in a manner that deserves praise
    (b) very carefully
    (c) in a manner that does not change
1. He explained that he was there to supervise the proceedings, as a sort of umpire, and he would take a scrupulously impartial view of the case.
    (a) the quality of disagreeing
    (b) the quality of being Dutch
    (c) without favoritism or bias
1. I, he said, was this man's intimate friend and associate; in fact, the whole background of the crime was of the most squalid description.
    (a) with the involvement of other people or things
    (b) the state or degree of being greater than zero
    (c) dirty and unpleasant; or (more rarely) immoral
1. The only things that really caught my attention were occasional phrases, his gestures, and some elaborate tirades—but these were isolated patches.
    (a) social events or ceremonies
    (b) reasons for doing something
    (c) speeches of angry criticism
1. Not once in the course of these proceedings did this man show the least contrition.
    (a) something that causes ongoing suffering
    (b) sorrow or regret for a fault or offense
    (c) able to generate electricity from light
1. What he had read there was that I was an excellent young fellow, a steady, conscientious worker who did his best by his employer; that I was popular with everyone and sympathetic in others' troubles.
    (a) careful to do what is right
    (b) not attractive or desirable
    (c) orbiting Earth once per day
1. The only thing that interests me now is the problem of circumventing the machine, learning if the inevitable admits a loophole.
    (a) a gap in a rule, allowing avoidance of the rule's core intent
    (b) related to a religion founded in Persia in the 6th century BC
    (c) a formal statement of decision or opinion voted on by a group
1. For, the moment I'd pictured myself in freedom, standing behind a double rank of policemen—on the right side of the line, so to speak—the mere thought of being an onlooker who comes to see the show, and can go home and vomit afterward, flooded my mind with a wild, absurd exultation.
    (a) small quantity or indication
    (b) reason (for doing something)
    (c) extreme happiness or elation
1. What had struck me at the time was the neat appearance of the guillotine; its shining surfaces and finish reminded me of some laboratory instrument.
    (a) accept someone's membership though a special procedure such as a ceremony and/or period of instruction and/or test
    (b) a device used to behead people (most associated with the French Revolution); or executing someone in such a manner
    (c) a method of artistic painting on a wall by using watercolors on wet plaster; or the painting made in such a manner
