The Souls of Black Folk
W. E. B. DuBois
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. First, in two chapters I have tried to show what Emancipation meant to them, and what was its aftermath.
    (a) a sexually transmitted disease that, if treated early, can be completely cured with antibiotics
    (b) the act of being released from slavery or servitude; or (metaphorically) from social restraints
    (c) "spiritually renew" in a Christian ceremony  OR  initiate or purify by a challenging experience
1. The exchange was merry, till one girl, a tall newcomer, refused my card,—refused it peremptorily, with a glance.
    (a) with low spirits (sadness, disappointment, hopelessness)
    (b) in a manner that does not allow contradiction or refusal
    (c) in a manner that gradually destroys an established order
1. Men call the shadow prejudice, and learnedly explain it as the natural defence of culture against barbarism, learning against ignorance, purity against crime, the "higher" against the "lower" races.
    (a) bias that prevents objective consideration -- especially an unreasonable belief that is unfair to members of a race, religion, or other group
    (b) fear, or anticipate with worry (commonly only seen in the forms "apprehensive" and "apprehension," but seen in this form in classic literature)
    (c) to expression feelings or thoughts enthusiastically  OR  to squirt or give off (typically under pressure such as blood or leaking gas)
1. So gradually the tone of the army chiefs changed; Congress forbade the rendition of fugitives, and Butler's "contrabands" were welcomed as military laborers.
    (a) people hiding from law enforcement officers
    (b) males, females, or various trans categories
    (c) jobs, reservations, bookings, or activities
1. All these experiments, orders, and systems were bound to attract and perplex the government and the nation.
    (a) get rid of
    (b) connection
    (c) to confuse
1. In the work of establishing the Negroes as peasant proprietors, the Bureau was from the first handicapped and at last absolutely checked.
    (a) someone who walks slowly without definite direction  OR  someone who writes or talks without definite direction (changing subjects or rambling rather than in a purposeful direct way)
    (b) used historically or possibly in relation to a very poor country:  a person of low income, education, and social standing -- especially one who raises crops or livestock
    (c) relating to an artistic movement pioneered by Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque that featured surfaces of geometrical planes to depict three-dimensional organic forms
1. Even in this system fraud was frequent; but still the work put needed capital in the hands of practical paupers, and some, at least, was well spent.
    (a) rejections or criticisms
    (b) things that don't change
    (c) people who are very poor
1. It was rather a choice between suffrage and slavery, after endless blood and gold had flowed to sweep human bondage away.
    (a) determination
    (b) use of reason
    (c) right to vote
1. The disappointment and impatience of the Negroes at the persistence of slavery and serfdom voiced itself in two movements.
    (a) post-traumatic stress disorder -- an anxiety disorder that can develop after exposure to traumatic experiences
    (b) Middle Ages Europe:  the state of a person who is bound to the land and owned with the land by the feudal lord
    (c) a condition where the body cannot properly regulate blood sugar levels because doesn't use insulin effectively
1. Schemes of migration and colonization arose among them; but these they refused to entertain, and they eventually turned to the Abolition movement as a final refuge.
    (a) movement from one place to another
    (b) a central open space in a building
    (c) particles emitted by nuclear decay
1. If history and reason give any distinct answer to these questions, it is an emphatic NO. And Mr. Washington thus faces the triple paradox of his career: 1.
    (a) a rough substance that can be rubbed against something else to polish or clean
    (b) something exclusive to (someone or some group) -- such as an activity or place
    (c) a situation or statement that seems to contradict itself but may still be true
1. Furniture was scarce.
    (a) the state of not being aware or concerned about something
    (b) in short supply  OR  barely or hardly (by a small margin)
    (c) a state similar to sleep where one is unaware of anything
1. Such a paradox they could not understand, and therefore sank into listless indifference, or shiftlessness, or reckless bravado.
    (a) lacking a reason for doing something
    (b) inconspicuousness or trustworthiness
    (c) lacking energy and normal enthusiasm
1. And all this life and love and strife and failure,—is it the twilight of nightfall or the flush of some faint-dawning day?
    (a) job, reservation, booking, or activity
    (b) thing that affects a result or outcome
    (c) violent conflict or angry disagreement
1. The bare red clay and pines of Northern Georgia begin to disappear, and in their place appears a rich rolling land, luxuriant, and here and there well tilled.
    (a) the degree to which a performance of or to someone else's work lends itself to the expression of personal artistic ideas or feelings by the performer
    (b) characterized by growing well or being richly thick or abundant -- as of vegetation or hair

or (more rarely):

characterized by luxury (very comfortable or extravagant)
    (c) the quality or degree of being straightforward or clear (sometimes indicating that truth is not worded carefully to spare feelings or gain advantage)
1. This is primarily because we have so little accurate knowledge of country life.
    (a) mainly
    (b) wisely
    (c) really
1. The landlord therefore demands his rent in cotton, and the merchant will accept mortgages on no other crop.
    (a) moves again into position to work; or starts again
    (b) real estate loans; or pledges something for a loan
    (c) prepares food in a way that keeps it from spoiling
1. He early appeared on the plantation and found his function as the healer of the sick, the interpreter of the Unknown, the comforter of the sorrowing, the supernatural avenger of wrong, and the one who rudely but picturesquely expressed the longing, disappointment, and resentment of a stolen and oppressed people.
    (a) people who criticize or condemn
    (b) someone who translates language
    (c) someone who extensively damages
1. It left John sitting so silent and rapt that he did not for some time notice the usher tapping him lightly on the shoulder and saying politely, "Will you step this way, please, sir?"
    (a) with deep interest and focus
    (b) noisy and unrestrained
    (c) accidental or unintentional
1. He was wrinkled and black, with scant gray and tufted hair; his voice and hands shook as with palsy; but on his face lay the intense rapt look of the religious fanatic.
    (a) excessively noisy and unrestrained
    (b) deeply disturbed or filled with emotional pain
    (c) filled with pleasure
