The Secret Life of Bees
Sue Monk Kidd
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Pious people have always gotten on my nerves.
    (a) emotional
    (b) self-righteous
    (c) foolish
1. The sheets rose up, trying hard to accommodate the occupant.
    (a) release
    (b) hold down
    (c) adjust to fit
1. We had to go past the nurses' desk to get to the door, but the girl in white seemed preoccupied, sitting with her head down, writing something.
    (a) unhappy
    (b) alert
    (c) distracted
1. I mean she was naive and unassuming, a grown-up and a child at the same time, plus she was a touch crazy.
    (a) determined and self-assured
    (b) emotionally detached and cold
    (c) inexperienced or too trusting
1. I mean she was naive and unassuming, a grown-up and a child at the same time, plus she was a touch crazy.
    (a) smart
    (b) foolish
    (c) humble
1. August had been stung so many times she had immunity.
    (a) protection
    (b) a rash
    (c) to be careful
1. August focused her eyes on the stone wall.
    (a) looked with
    (b) closed
    (c) rolled
1. I stared back, trying to make her face come into focus.
    (a) clear view
    (b) a smile
    (c) a frown
1. Lunelle pressed her fingers to Mary's heart, then kissed each one of them in a slow, deliberate way, a way that brought tears to my eyes.
    (a) done without thought
    (b) done with great energy
    (c) done with great care
1. He got to his feet and walked over to me, deliberately stopping four or five feet away, like the pin had some kind of voodoo curse on it.
    (a) accidentally
    (b) with disrespect
    (c) intentionally
1. And then other things, like this one, happen in a not-literal way, but they still happen.
    (a) really expected
    (b) traditional
    (c) actually true
1. "Count yourself initiated," she said. "You can't be a true beekeeper without getting stung."
    (a) accepted into the group
    (b) qualifying for the group
    (c) excluded from the group
1. I said to myself, Will wonders never cease?
    (a) arrive
    (b) stop
    (c) return
1. During spring and summer—the most strenuous periods of foraging—a worker bee, as a rule, does not live more than four or five weeks.
    (a) physically dangerous
    (b) physically demanding
    (c) physically crowded
1. During spring and summer—the most strenuous periods of foraging—a worker bee, as a rule, does not live more than four or five weeks…
    (a) flying
    (b) gathering food
    (c) reproducing
1. You think you want to know something, and then once you do, all you can think about is erasing it from your mind. From now on when people asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up, I planned to say, Amnesiac.
    (a) someone who doesn't get married
    (b) someone who is a bee keeper
    (c) someone who lost their memory
1. A worker [bee] is just over a centimeter long and weighs only about sixty milligrams; nevertheless, she can fly with a load heavier than herself.
    (a) also
    (b) in spite of that
    (c) in addition
1. Inside, I felt small and contemptible, abandoned.
    (a) unworthy of respect
    (b) lost in the world
    (c) without a home
1. A queenless colony is a pitiful and melancholy community;
    (a) sad
    (b) silent
    (c) happy
1. If you see bees loafing and lamenting, you can bet their queen is dead.
    (a) looking around
    (b) expressing grief
    (c) looking excited
