The Return of the Native
Thomas Hardy
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. He watched the hot-air balloon ascend slowly into the clear morning sky.
    (a) drift downward
    (b) spin in place
    (c) move upward
1. Her spending habits are not conducive to achieving her financial goals.
    (a) harmful
    (b) helpful
    (c) irrelevant
1. She found her new colleagues to be quite congenial, making her transition to the new job much easier.
    (a) unfamiliar
    (b) friendly
    (c) challenging
1. In algebra, letters often denote unknown numbers in equations.
    (a) scatter
    (b) confuse
    (c) represent
1. Her students were ready to move on, but she dwelled on and on about Chapter 7.
    (a) tested
    (b) kept avoiding
    (c) kept talking about
1. Their family has dwelled in that valley for ten generations.
    (a) lived
    (b) visited
    (c) looked
1. I will endeavor to finish by Friday.
    (a) not be able
    (b) promise
    (c) try
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) wealthy
    (b) impulsive
    (c) cautious
1. I was inclined to laugh, but I overcame the urge.
    (a) afraid
    (b) tending
    (c) disinclined
1. The boat ramp has a steep incline.
    (a) danger
    (b) slope
    (c) price
1. I indulge my taste for sweets more than is good for me.
    (a) hold back from
    (b) complain about
    (c) give in to
1. That old phone is obsolete.
    (a) classic
    (b) broken
    (c) outdated
1. Researchers perceive a clear pattern in how the disease spreads through families.
    (a) view or understand
    (b) carefully measure
    (c) actively prevent
1. It's one thing to perceive something with the senses and another to understand its importance.
    (a) become aware of
    (b) physically touch
    (c) clearly see
1. I don't recollect her name, but I'd recognize her.
    (a) pronounce properly
    (b) remember
    (c) spell properly
1. Don't reproach yourself for things beyond your control.
    (a) congratulate
    (b) accept honor for
    (c) criticize
1. I resolved to never drink again.
    (a) firmly decided
    (b) was forced
    (c) was encouraged
1. She is testing my resolve to keep a good attitude.
    (a) optimism
    (b) determination
    (c) ability
1. Through satire, the cartoon exposed how ridiculous the new policy looked in practice.
    (a) humorous criticism
    (b) literal description
    (c) factual reporting
1. Her silence seemed to signify that she disagreed.
    (a) repeat
    (b) indicate
    (c) delay
