The Red Pony
John Steinbeck
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. I try to hire employees who are conscientious.
    (a) careful
    (b) attractive
    (c) smart
1. Juries can construe evidence to mean something it does not.
    (a) record
    (b) interpret
    (c) destroy
1. He introduced Bette Midler (pronounced bet) by saying, Bette rhymes with coquette, but never regret.
    (a) a star
    (b) a flirt
    (c) a dancer
1. These days, she seems emotionally detached whenever she talks about him.
    (a) separated
    (b) heightened
    (c) connected
1. She is so diffident; I can't imagine her as president of the organization.
    (a) argumentative
    (b) young
    (c) unassertive
1. The sleddogs are docile and trainable.
    (a) easily led and managed
    (b) smart and competitive
    (c) very strong and fast
1. She has a casual, go-with-the-flow personality and doesn't appreciate his earnestness.
    (a) falseness
    (b) frivolous attitude
    (c) seriousness
1. He walked with an elaborate swagger.
    (a) exaggerated
    (b) slightly noticeable
    (c) rudely disrespectful
1. Rumors began to fester in the absence of clear communication from leadership.
    (a) fade away gradually
    (b) started abruptly
    (c) grow worse over time
1. The mare gave birth to a healthy foal in the spring meadow.
    (a) young horse
    (b) wooden saddle
    (c) metal gate
1. Things have changed, but she remains inflexible.
    (a) unimportant
    (b) not skilled
    (c) unbending (not able to adjust well to different conditions)
1. She is a jovial old woman.
    (a) cheerful and friendly
    (b) impossible to understand
    (c) very noticeable
1. She chooses her battles judiciously.
    (a) with excessive anger
    (b) in a reckless manner
    (c) with good judgment
1. How could she be so nonchalant about making him suffer?
    (a) happy
    (b) unconcerned
    (c) dishonset
1. Many of my paternal relatives are still in West Virginia.
    (a) related through the father
    (b) from at least two generations ago
    (c) distant
1. After the long hike, he shambled into camp, shoulders slumped and feet dragging.
    (a) walked in a shuffling way
    (b) walked in a proud way
    (c) walked in a quick way
1. The protesters’ strident chants could be heard from blocks away.
    (a) forceful or loud and harsh
    (b) unexpected or non-typical
    (c) calm and composed
1. The feral cat had an unkempt appearance.
    (a) not neat or cared for
    (b) dangerous or frightening
    (c) hungry or pitiful
1. The targeting of civilians is unprecedented in the conflict.
    (a) a recurring problem
    (b) highly regrettable
    (c) not having happened before
1. The first chapter whets the reader's curiosity about the mystery.
    (a) stimulates
    (b) diminishes
    (c) confuses
