The Red Badge of Courage
Stephen Crane
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She grew up in abject poverty; though she didn't know it.
    (a) beneficial
    (b) moderate
    (c) extreme
1. It is an audacious plan.
    (a) bold and daring
    (b) likely to succeed
    (c) improperly considered
1. They showed blatant disregard for international law.
    (a) evil
    (b) ignorant
    (c) obvious
1. She was her usual unworried, blithe self.
    (a) busy and distracted
    (b) sleepy
    (c) carefree and happy
1. She sent a conciliatory note after the argument, hoping they could talk calmly.
    (a) meant to restore peace
    (b) meant to delay action
    (c) meant to assign blame
1. She is a natural athlete, but to the coach's consternation, she tends to forget the play in the heat of the moment.
    (a) prediction
    (b) blame
    (c) dismay
1. She is so diffident; I can't imagine her as president of the organization.
    (a) argumentative
    (b) young
    (c) unassertive
1. Their offices are housed in an imposing edifice.
    (a) neighborhood
    (b) building
    (c) color
1. I couldn't hear what they were saying or see their faces, but by their gesticulations, I'm sure they were angry at each other.
    (a) facial expressions
    (b) gestures
    (c) tones of voice
1. The class was subjected to a ten-minute harangue for not taking their homework more seriously.
    (a) lecture
    (b) assignment
    (c) delay
1. That infernal alarm clock kept going off every five minutes.
    (a) expensive
    (b) annoying
    (c) antique
1. The meeting felt interminable as the speaker droned on about minor details.
    (a) seemingly endless
    (b) refreshingly brief
    (c) surprisingly lively
1. The hilltop fortress looked invulnerable behind its cliffs and thick walls.
    (a) likely to surrender
    (b) unable to be harmed
    (c) easy to attack
1. The patient's pallid complexion alarmed the nurse on duty.
    (a) deeply flushed
    (b) heavily wrinkled
    (c) unhealthily pale
1. Her perfunctory apology did little to ease my annoyance.
    (a) sincere
    (b) superficial
    (c) written
1. The persistence of the scientist in her research eventually led to a groundbreaking discovery.
    (a) immediate success
    (b) blind optimism
    (c) continuing effort despite difficulties
1. The lawyers will remonstrate that we're starting without a written agreement, but we trust each other.
    (a) explain
    (b) protest
    (c) promise
1. Sweden's population is more secular than populations of most countries.
    (a) blonde
    (b) non-religious
    (c) similar
1. The ungainly teenager tripped over his own feet at the dance.
    (a) awkward and clumsy
    (b) graceful and elegant
    (c) shy and quiet
1. She's not a vindictive person.
    (a) revengeful
    (b) easy-going
    (c) driven
