The Merchant of Venice
William Shakespeare
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. John Adams was asked to create a "treaty of peace, amity and commerce."
    (a) a state where those in disagreement are separated
    (b) a state of friendly relations
    (c) a state where everyone profits financially
1. She doesn't think of him in an amorous way.
    (a) light-hearted
    (b) romantic or sexual
    (c) logical or analytical
1. The country is bereft of natural borders.
    (a) with a natural defense
    (b) proud
    (c) lacking
1. Their offices are housed in an imposing edifice.
    (a) color
    (b) building
    (c) neighborhood
1. The family chose a short epitaph to carve on her gravestone.
    (a) legal warning
    (b) tombstone words
    (c) wedding speech
1. I appreciate your forbearance.
    (a) family concerns
    (b) financial loan
    (c) patience or tolerance
1. She should forswear contributions from special interest groups.
    (a) take advantage of
    (b) make public
    (c) stop (taking)
1. The work is fraught with difficulty.
    (a) followed
    (b) filled
    (c) preceded
1. After winning the award, she gave a fulsome speech thanking every teacher she’d ever had—some of it felt more like flattery than sincerity.
    (a) the quality of being clear, easily noticed, and/or identifiable as different or separate
    (b) the quality of not being clear, easily noticed, or identifiable as different or separate
    (c) with excessive or insincere praise
1. She garnished the soup with parsley before serving it to her guests.
    (a) thickened
    (b) reheated
    (c) decorated
1. She had the guile to lie directly to his face.
    (a) ambition
    (b) necessity
    (c) cunning and deceit
1. She is too quick to generalize and impute personality traits based upon stereotypes.
    (a) attribute
    (b) a quick look or partial understanding
    (c) learn, discover, or decide in advance
1. We will defeat the infidels in a holy war.
    (a) cowards
    (b) unbelievers
    (c) aggressors
1. The company's bankruptcy filing sounded the final knell for hundreds of employees who had hoped for a turnaround.
    (a) sign of the start
    (b) sign of the end
    (c) sign of the renewal
1. After a frustrating day, she was peevish and snapped at everyone who spoke to her.
    (a) very demanding
    (b) easily annoyed
    (c) very tired
1. We see none of the pessimism that typically presages a recession.
    (a) has no effect on
    (b) follows after
    (c) serves as a sign of coming
1. It will require a union vote to ratify the labor contract.
    (a) approve
    (b) criticize
    (c) restrict
1. Her scruples were not so strong as to withstand her friend's arguments.
    (a) principles that discourage certain kinds of action
    (b) firmness of purpose
    (c) known facts
1. We had a surfeit of beer, but not enough food.
    (a) variety
    (b) excessive amount
    (c) shortage
1. They wrested power from the old government.
    (a) understood
    (b) took
    (c) gave
