The Life and Death of King Richard III
William Shakespeare
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. We waved adieu to our friends at the train station.
    (a) goodbye
    (b) greetings
    (c) hello
1. Their adversaries outsmarted them.
    (a) opponents
    (b) sub-groups
    (c) replacements
1. She closed the prayer by beseeching God to grant them wisdom and patience.
    (a) demanding
    (b) instructing
    (c) asking
1. In spite of the censure of her colleagues, she believed she had done the right thing.
    (a) anger
    (b) disinterest
    (c) criticism
1. She's doing what she can to change the subject and dissemble.
    (a) disguise the truth
    (b) re-think beliefs
    (c) change reality
1. The King claimed a divine right.
    (a) perfect or wonderful
    (b) coming from God
    (c) from birth
1. She wouldn't talk about it, but I was able to divine that the project isn't going well.
    (a) state
    (b) figure out
    (c) share
1. The students entreated the Chinese troops not to use force against peaceful demonstrations.
    (a) asked earnestly
    (b) bribed (with gifts)
    (c) threatened
1. It is a grievous offense against morality.
    (a) serious
    (b) foolish
    (c) minor
1. The meaning of the word can be inferred based on context clues.
    (a) converted
    (b) different
    (c) figured out
1. They became quick friends, finding in each other a kindred spirit.
    (a) lively
    (b) thoughtful
    (c) similar
1. We lamented our sad circumstances.
    (a) made worse
    (b) improved
    (c) expressed grief about
1. After a frustrating day, she was peevish and snapped at everyone who spoke to her.
    (a) very tired
    (b) very demanding
    (c) easily annoyed
1. I don't want to spoil her, but I don't have the heart to reprove her.
    (a) criticize
    (b) compliment
    (c) instruct
1. Work is scarce in the region.
    (a) in short supply
    (b) extremely hard
    (c) easily found
1. That coach scorns students who don't have natural ability.
    (a) disrespects
    (b) trains
    (c) encourages
1. The lawsuit claims that the President is usurping constitutional powers of Congress.
    (a) publicly defending
    (b) wrongfully seizing
    (c) legally exercising
1. The photograph showed poor people in a wretched village in East Africa.
    (a) irresponsible
    (b) foolish or thoughtless
    (c) in terrible condition
1. The experiment yielded data that raised a new set of questions.
    (a) produced
    (b) destroyed
    (c) slowed down
1. After the scandal, she yielded to public pressure and resigned her position.
    (a) added
    (b) gave in
    (c) produced
