The Idiot
Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. It was an amiable gathering of old friends.
    (a) friendly
    (b) emotional
    (c) rare
1. My candid opinion is that their team is much better than ours, but an upset isn't impossible.
    (a) tactful
    (b) expert
    (c) honest
1. Her job prospects are hindered as a consequence of the conviction.
    (a) unimportant part
    (b) result
    (c) important part
1. It is the most consequential tax legislation in decades.
    (a) harmful
    (b) unethical
    (c) important
1. She just said it to be contrary.
    (a) self-important
    (b) disagreeable
    (c) funny
1. We will not allow members to act contrary to our code of ethics.
    (a) without understanding
    (b) in opposition to
    (c) prior to creating
1. I will not pay you for the work. On the contrary, I may sue you for damages.
    (a) regardless of that (unrelated to not paying)
    (b) in spite of that (even though not paying)
    (c) not only that (strengthening denial of payment)
1. She stood up in class with total conviction and said, "I believe animals deserve to be treated kindly, no matter what."
    (a) raised voice
    (b) shaky voice
    (c) firm belief
1. The fake article was written to attract attention and deceive readers.
    (a) lie to or mislead
    (b) attract
    (c) entertain
1. She has that haughty, rich and entitled attitude.
    (a) arrogant
    (b) wealthy
    (c) optimistic
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) cautious
    (b) impulsive
    (c) wealthy
1. Her impudent reply to the manager shocked everyone in the meeting.
    (a) disrespectfully bold
    (b) thoughtfully kind
    (c) extremely quiet
1. Words can be like baseball bats when used maliciously against someone who is sensitive.
    (a) mockingly
    (b) evilly
    (c) carelessly
1. This weather makes me melancholy. I can't wait for spring,
    (a) sad
    (b) feel like singing
    (c) happy
1. Guiteau was insane and assassinated President Garfield because he believed Garfield cheated him out of a political patronage job. He thought he was owed the job for giving a speech encouraging others to vote for Garfield.
    (a) high-ranking and high-paying
    (b) civil service
    (c) favor for political support
1. I don't recollect her name, but I'd recognize her.
    (a) pronounce properly
    (b) remember
    (c) spell properly
1. Don't reproach yourself for things beyond your control.
    (a) accept honor for
    (b) congratulate
    (c) criticize
1. His repugnant behavior at the party made everyone want to go home early.
    (a) highly amusing
    (b) deeply offensive
    (c) warmly welcomed
1. Many people considered it sacrilege to joke loudly inside the sacred temple.
    (a) fear of religious rules
    (b) respect for old customs
    (c) disrespect for the sacred
1. The photograph showed poor people in a wretched village in East Africa.
    (a) irresponsible
    (b) in terrible condition
    (c) foolish or thoughtless
