The House of Mirth
Edith Wharton
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. This passage is adapted from Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man ©1952.
    (a) copied
    (b) changed
    (c) read
1. Her job prospects are hindered as a consequence of the conviction.
    (a) unimportant part
    (b) result
    (c) important part
1. It is the most consequential tax legislation in decades.
    (a) unethical
    (b) important
    (c) harmful
1. She is the most conspicuous person on the President's cabinet, often appearing on television.
    (a) hard to trust
    (b) easy to notice
    (c) quick to argue
1. We want constraints on her power to spend taxpayer funds.
    (a) limitations
    (b) flexibility
    (c) increases
1. There was quite a contrast between the styles of the two teachers.
    (a) covering of all styles
    (b) notable difference
    (c) notable similarity
1. Her countenance grew stern.
    (a) voice
    (b) a method of counting
    (c) facial expression
1. They countenance terrorism.
    (a) discourage
    (b) show favor for
    (c) provide funds for
1. They have interposed themselves on the side of our enemy.
    (a) been seen
    (b) inserted
    (c) hidden
1. Ironically, her strongest supporters undermined her popularity through their extremism.
    (a) when what happens is very fitting for the situation
    (b) when what happens is exactly what usually happens
    (c) when what happens is very different than what might be expected
1. Her voice was dripping with irony as she said, "You look beautiful."
    (a) sarcasm
    (b) sincerity
    (c) kindness
1. Her parents left her a small legacy.
    (a) "todo" list
    (b) meal
    (c) inheritance
1. The poll tax was designed as a particularly odious violation of civil rights.
    (a) harmful and hidden
    (b) extremely devious
    (c) extremely dislikable
1. After breaking the window, the penitent boy apologized to his neighbor.
    (a) proud of one's actions
    (b) confused about the rules
    (c) feeling regret for wrongdoing
1. It's one thing to perceive something with the senses and another to understand its importance.
    (a) physically touch
    (b) become aware of
    (c) clearly see
1. Courage is dangerous without prudence.
    (a) good support
    (b) good purpose
    (c) good sense
1. His repugnant behavior at the party made everyone want to go home early.
    (a) highly amusing
    (b) warmly welcomed
    (c) deeply offensive
1. I resolved to never drink again.
    (a) was encouraged
    (b) firmly decided
    (c) was forced
1. She is testing my resolve to keep a good attitude.
    (a) optimism
    (b) ability
    (c) determination
1. Her scruples were not so strong as to withstand her friend's arguments.
    (a) known facts
    (b) firmness of purpose
    (c) principles that discourage certain kinds of action
