The Hound of the Baskervilles
Arthur Conan Doyle
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She is so credulous she believes everything she reads.
    (a) very skeptical
    (b) easily fooled
    (c) deeply thoughtful
1. The worst mix -- greedy, cunning, and without morals.
    (a) stupid and impatient
    (b) strong and cruel
    (c) clever and deceitful
1. She was frightened by the diabolical expression on his face.
    (a) angry
    (b) evil
    (c) crazy
1. She is easy to work with. She is direct in her communications and expectations.
    (a) humble
    (b) straightforward
    (c) considerate
1. The judge directed the jury to ignore the question.
    (a) understood
    (b) ordered
    (c) asked
1. Which word choice would help to establish a serious tone.
    (a) create
    (b) avoid
    (c) increase
1. The sixth paragraph (lines 67-68) is primarily concerned with establishing the contrast between men and masculine traits.
    (a) showing
    (b) minimizing
    (c) exaggerating
1. I hope to take the ACT just once. However, I will take it early, so there is time to study and take it again if my scores aren't high enough.
    (a) but
    (b) and
    (c) also
1. However safe we make it, there will always be risk.
    (a) on-the-other-hand
    (b) in addition
    (c) no matter how
1. He hypothesized the existence of Pluto before its discovery.
    (a) disbelieved
    (b) fantasized
    (c) theorized
1. Her hypothesis was that the plants grew faster with classical music playing.
    (a) unproven proposed idea
    (b) well-known principle
    (c) confirmed scientific fact
1. The meaning of the word can be inferred based on context clues.
    (a) converted
    (b) different
    (c) figured out
1. A coroner's inquest determined that the death was from natural causes.
    (a) formal investigation
    (b) assistant
    (c) vote
1. The official inquiry has ended, but the press continues to ask questions.
    (a) story
    (b) investigation
    (c) statement
1. This weather makes me melancholy. I can't wait for spring,
    (a) sad
    (b) happy
    (c) feel like singing
1. A desire for religious freedom was their motive for leaving England.
    (a) excuse
    (b) reason
    (c) technique
1. It's an interesting narrative about her first year in college.
    (a) theatrical play
    (b) joke
    (c) story
1. The police's presumption of guilt against the suspect caused them to overlook important evidence.
    (a) assumption
    (b) rumors
    (c) accusation
1. She does not like presumptuous employees.
    (a) lacking in confidence
    (b) not willing to make decisions
    (c) exercising unearned privileges
1. While the young king was ill, his uncle served as regent to rule the kingdom.
    (a) temporary substitute ruler
    (b) royal court advisor
    (c) elected prime minister
