The Grapes of Wrath
John Steinbeck
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Baptized both of you in the irrigation ditch at once.
    (a) made cleaner -- although not truly clean
    (b) "spiritually renewed" in a Christian ceremony
    (c) punished by dunking under water
1. ... and the land was cultivated.
    (a) prepared for growing crops
    (b) on a hill
    (c) paved
1. The house cracked loudly as the cooler night air contracted the wood.
    (a) shrank
    (b) cooled
    (c) blew at
1. Well, this here fella's got a contract to pick them peaches or chop that cotton.
    (a) legal agreement
    (b) plan
    (c) chore
1. And the men in the seat were tired and angry and sad, for they had got eighteen dollars for every movable thing from the farm: the horses, the wagon, the implements, and all the furniture from the house.
    (a) instances of surrounding conditions
    (b) small tools and other useful objects
    (c) creates, starts, or sets in a place
1. And still the family stood about like dream walkers, their eyes focused panoramically, seeing no detail, but the whole dawn, the whole land, the whole texture of the country at once.
    (a) vaccinated (to protect from a disease)
    (b) adjusted (to see clearly)
    (c) differed notably in brightness or tone
1. His eyes focused down on Tom.
    (a) thought carefully and made a judgment about
    (b) began speaking with someone about something
    (c) looked
1. The old eyes turned listlessly to him.
    (a) with hope
    (b) with intense emotion
    (c) with a lack of energy
1. They take forty to bury Grampa an' we won't get to California--or else they'll bury him a pauper.
    (a) someone who visits a place
    (b) someone who has no family
    (c) someone who is very poor
1. The proprietor leaned forward in his chair, the better to see the ragged dirty man.
    (a) custodian
    (b) customer
    (c) owner of a business
1. At first the families were timid in the building and tumbling worlds, but gradually the technique of building worlds became their technique.
    (a) not easily set on fire
    (b) surrounding conditions
    (c) way of doing something
1. They were not farm men any more, but migrant men.
    (a) (people who) care for livestock on a ranch
    (b) (people who) move from one place to another
    (c) (people who) are unemployed
1. And then the raids—the swoop of armed deputies on the squatters' camps.
    (a) people who live in an unoccupied place without the legal right
    (b) people who are poor
    (c) people who rent their homes and furnishings
1. Connie's eyes were sullen.
    (a) showing a gloomy or bad mood
    (b) appearing deep in thought
    (c) showing an excited or happy mood
1. Thomas looked apprehensive.
    (a) sad
    (b) confident
    (c) worried
1. And the preacher paced like a tiger, whipping the people with his voice, and they groveled and whined on the ground.
    (a) showed submission or fear
    (b) thought -- possibly aloud
    (c) expelled or gotten rid of
1. Al pointed to a big nail protruding from the flat casing.
    (a) that dropped
    (b) sticking out
    (c) nailed into
1. If they raised a stink, they'd get sent back for breakin' parole.
    (a) other people's property
    (b) things they promised to do in return for early release from imprisonment
    (c) laws that specify how people without regular homes or jobs should behave
1. "A fella got to eat," he began; and then, belligerently, "A fella got a right to eat."
    (a) as though ready for a fight
    (b) in a disrespectful or rejecting manner
    (c) in a manner that is not easily noticed
1. The wizened face looked in again.
    (a) timid or afraid
    (b) wise
    (c) lean and wrinkled
