The Epic of Gilgamesh
Author Unknown
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. However much we abhor it, we must be prepared for war.
    (a) hate
    (b) don't expect
    (c) avoid
1. That was before she was trained, when her work was abominable.
    (a) showing early promise
    (b) exceptionally bad
    (c) incomplete
1. She closed the prayer by beseeching God to grant them wisdom and patience.
    (a) instructing
    (b) asking
    (c) demanding
1. She rescued me from despair.
    (a) poverty
    (b) fear
    (c) hopelessness
1. The King claimed a divine right.
    (a) perfect or wonderful
    (b) from birth
    (c) coming from God
1. Despite her eminent status in the art world, she remained humble and approachable.
    (a) barely noticed
    (b) respected and well-known
    (c) newly acquired
1. As a soldier, she was prepared to endure hardship and even to sacrifice her life for others.
    (a) suffer through
    (b) risk
    (c) cause
1. Over the years, the stories my grandmother told me have endured as a source of wisdom in my life.
    (a) brought suffering
    (b) stopped acting
    (c) continued to exist
1. Which word choice would help to establish a serious tone.
    (a) increase
    (b) avoid
    (c) create
1. They exulted in the victory.
    (a) sang
    (b) finally rested
    (c) felt extreme happiness
1. She tried to goad the candidate into saying something extreme.
    (a) prevent
    (b) poke with a stick
    (c) provoke
1. We lamented our sad circumstances.
    (a) improved
    (b) expressed grief about
    (c) made worse
1. We were away from the city lights where meteors are easier to see.
    (a) shooting stars
    (b) low clouds
    (c) tall trees
1. We can work together or perish separately.
    (a) die
    (b) work
    (c) fail
1. The smell of freshly brewed coffee roused her from her sleep.
    (a) interrupted
    (b) deepened
    (c) awakened
1. That coach scorns students who don't have natural ability.
    (a) encourages
    (b) disrespects
    (c) trains
1. What does the serpent represent in the Garden of Eden?
    (a) fig leaf
    (b) snake
    (c) apple
1. A tempest swept over the island.
    (a) fear
    (b) darkness
    (c) storm
1. Since she posted that tweet, she's received a torrent of abuse.
    (a) increasing amount
    (b) overwhelming amount
    (c) warning
1. The use of innocents as human shields transgresses "the laws of war."
    (a) violates
    (b) is within
    (c) expands
