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Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The little village and the rather fine town house which formed part of her dowry he did his utmost for a long time to transfer to his name, by means of some deed of conveyance.
    (a) transfer (of legal title)
    (b) subtract
    (c) disagree
1. The article dealt with a subject which was being debated everywhere at the time—the position of the ecclesiastical courts.
    (a) associated with a church
    (b) the state of being awake
    (c) able to take on or adopt
1. "Don't disturb yourself," interposed the elder.
    (a) (verb) drew pictures to accompany  OR  (adjective) accompanied by pictures
    (b) not justified or explained as an understandable reaction to another action
    (c) to insert between other elements; or to interrupt or stop action by others
1. So here you have this man, this father who reproaches his profligate son!
    (a) (adjective) designed to stop something  OR  (noun) something that stops something else
    (b) carelessly and wastefully extravagant -- especially with money, resources, or behavior
    (c) related to intelligence -- such as requiring, appealing to, or possessing intelligence
1. I am not your relative and never have been, you contemptible man!
    (a) deserving no respect (worthless or of bad quality)
    (b) the quality or degree of not being straightforward
    (c) aka analytic -- relating to a theory of psychiatry
1. It occurred to one young gentleman to make the whimsical inquiry whether any one could possibly look upon such an animal as a woman, and so forth....They all pronounced with lofty repugnance that it was impossible.
    (a) discouragement
    (b) dissatisfaction
    (c) strong disgust
1. I loved vice, I loved the ignominy of vice.
    (a) size or dimension
    (b) shame or disgrace
    (c) circular movement
1. I knew, too, that she was fond of money, that she hoarded it, and lent it at a wicked rate of interest, that she's a merciless cheat and swindler.
    (a) someone or something that makes someone want to do something
    (b) people or things that, without invitation, insert themselves
    (c) someone who tricks or cheats another -- usually to get money
1. "I had not forgotten that," cried Katerina Ivanovna, coming to a sudden standstill, "and why are you so antagonistic at such a moment?" she added, with warm and bitter reproachfulness.
    (a) without boundaries or limits
    (b) with opposition or hostility
    (c) not good at making decisions
1. It was in the darkest days of serfdom at the beginning of the century, and long live the Liberator of the People!
    (a) post-traumatic stress disorder -- an anxiety disorder that can develop after exposure to traumatic experiences
    (b) a condition where the body cannot properly regulate blood sugar levels because doesn't use insulin effectively
    (c) Middle Ages Europe:  the state of a person who is bound to the land and owned with the land by the feudal lord
1. He became active in philanthropy too, founded and helped to maintain many institutions in the town,
    (a) helping others -- especially donating money to worthy causes
    (b) the majority denomination of Islam (almost 90%)
    (c) opinion of what is good and bad about something
1. He had been a celebrated ascetic, rigid in fasting and silence,
    (a) the reason for doing something; or the level of desire to do something
    (b) a drug that calms or puts to sleep; or describing something as calming
    (c) someone who practices self-denial (especially to encourage spiritual growth)
1. Pyotr Ilyitch persisted in returning to this point, and though he found out nothing conclusive, yet he carried away a conviction that Dmitri Fyodorovitch could have gone nowhere but to his father's house, and that therefore something must have happened there.
    (a) in a manner that takes on or adopts
    (b) putting an end to doubt or question
    (c) full of strong desire for something
1. So what was it that impelled you to this sentiment of hatred?
    (a) made appropriate in size, amount, or degree
    (b) concentrated, look at, or paid attention to
    (c) to make someone feel they must do something
1. To be more precise: You have told us at last your secret, in your words, so 'disgraceful,' though in reality—that is, of course, comparatively speaking—this action, that is, the appropriation of three thousand roubles belonging to some one else, and, of course, only for a time is, in my view at least, only an act of the greatest recklessness and not so disgraceful, when one takes into consideration your character....Even admitting that it was an action in the highest degree discreditable, still, discreditable is not 'disgraceful.'
    (a) full of strong desire for something
    (b) in a manner that takes on or adopts
    (c) tending to damage the reputation of
1. It might have been supposed from his Herculean strength that one night of carousing, even accompanied by the most violent emotions, could have had little effect on him.
    (a) having fun with others in a noisy manner -- typically while drinking alcohol
    (b) drying out by heat or excessive exposure to sunlight; or making very thirsty
    (c) connected or fitting together by being equivalent, proportionate, or matched
1. they would censure me, and I would burst out laughing in their faces.
    (a) find, search, or research
    (b) being a boundary or limit
    (c) criticize
1. he scarcely tried to refute his evidence
    (a) being a boundary or limit
    (b) argue against
    (c) find, search, or research
1. It was the same impetuous Katya who had thrown herself on the mercy of a young profligate to save her father;
    (a) most important; or person that is most important
    (b) tending to have exceedingly unfavorable opinions
    (c) impulsive (acting suddenly without much thought)
1. we shall hasten to repudiate it.
    (a) work or operate
    (b) reject
    (c) help make clear
