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Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She is good at making a point in an interesting and memorable way with an anecdote.
    (a) detailed research report
    (b) long boring lecture
    (c) short true story
1. In the book, Harry Potter, Voldemort is Harry's antagonist.
    (a) enemy
    (b) friend
    (c) partner
1. My candid opinion is that their team is much better than ours, but an upset isn't impossible.
    (a) tactful
    (b) expert
    (c) honest
1. The court overturned the ruling--describing it as having been made in a capricious manner.
    (a) harmful
    (b) impulsive
    (c) biased
1. Does the sentence contradict what is said in the previous paragraph?
    (a) expand upon
    (b) disagree with
    (c) reinforce
1. The fake article was written to attract attention and deceive readers.
    (a) attract
    (b) entertain
    (c) lie to or mislead
1. She felt despondent after weeks of trying without any success.
    (a) secretly amused
    (b) deeply discouraged
    (c) mildly curious
1. I will endeavor to finish by Friday.
    (a) promise
    (b) try
    (c) not be able
1. The students entreated the Chinese troops not to use force against peaceful demonstrations.
    (a) threatened
    (b) bribed (with gifts)
    (c) asked earnestly
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) impulsive
    (b) wealthy
    (c) cautious
1. The comedian’s impromptu jokes had the audience laughing uncontrollably.
    (a) pushing the envelope of what is acceptable
    (b) especially humorous and penetrating
    (c) made without advance preparation
1. She greeted us with a languid wave of the hand.
    (a) slow and relaxed
    (b) stiff and formal
    (c) quick and sharp
1. Words can be like baseball bats when used maliciously against someone who is sensitive.
    (a) evilly
    (b) carelessly
    (c) mockingly
1. A desire for religious freedom was their motive for leaving England.
    (a) technique
    (b) excuse
    (c) reason
1. The persistence of the scientist in her research eventually led to a groundbreaking discovery.
    (a) continuing effort despite difficulties
    (b) immediate success
    (c) blind optimism
1. I don't recollect her name, but I'd recognize her.
    (a) spell properly
    (b) pronounce properly
    (c) remember
1. Don't reproach yourself for things beyond your control.
    (a) criticize
    (b) accept honor for
    (c) congratulate
1. I made the bed with sensuous silk sheets.
    (a) pleasing to touch
    (b) smooth to the touch
    (c) cool to the touch
1. We were speculating as to whether a president would have to resign after that kind of scandal.
    (a) thoughtfully guessing
    (b) hoping
    (c) demonstrating concern
1. After the scandal, she yielded to public pressure and resigned her position.
    (a) produced
    (b) gave in
    (c) added
