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Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Most religions have or have had traces of asceticism in order to achieve a spiritual goal.
    (a) spiritual mysticism
    (b) sensual experience
    (c) self-denial
1. Jacob remained chaste until he met his future spouse.
    (a) unfaithful to anyone
    (b) a virgin
    (c) disillusioned
1. Congressional power is constrained by the court.
    (a) threatened
    (b) restricted
    (c) enforced
1. The professor greeted each student cordially as they entered.
    (a) in a clumsy manner
    (b) in a hurried manner
    (c) in a friendly manner
1. She's a self-important dilettante without real understanding of the policies she criticizes.
    (a) amateur
    (b) negotiator
    (c) representative
1. There is too much discord in their home.
    (a) conflict
    (b) loud noise
    (c) uncritical agreement
1. She loves making music, but she became disillusioned with the music industry.
    (a) overworked
    (b) disappointed
    (c) bored
1. The comedian had a droll way of describing everyday life.
    (a) quirky and funny
    (b) dull and serious
    (c) harsh and bitter
1. The resolution calls upon the country to "cease hostilities forthwith."
    (a) carefully
    (b) publicly
    (c) immediately
1. The two friends were indivisible from the day they met in kindergarten.
    (a) rarely seen together
    (b) in constant disagreement
    (c) impossible to separate
1. Beavers were hunted nearly to extinction for their luxuriant fur.
    (a) dark brown
    (b) thick and abundant
    (c) scarce (rare)
1. Her neurotic fear of heights prevented her from enjoying the breathtaking view from the skyscraper’s observation deck.
    (a) present since birth
    (b) learned from bad experience
    (c) excessive worry about
1. The poem captured the pathos of wartime loss.
    (a) cheerful spirit
    (b) moving sadness
    (c) angry tone
1. The persistence of the scientist in her research eventually led to a groundbreaking discovery.
    (a) continuing effort despite difficulties
    (b) blind optimism
    (c) immediate success
1. After months of practice, she gained enough proficiency in Spanish to hold a simple conversation.
    (a) skill
    (b) permission
    (c) interest
1. Critics called the event a profligate display of wealth during a time of economic hardship.
    (a) wastefully extravagant
    (b) related to intelligence -- such as requiring, appealing to, or possessing intelligence
    (c) (adjective) designed to stop something  OR  (noun) something that stops something else
1. I made the bed with sensuous silk sheets.
    (a) cool to the touch
    (b) smooth to the touch
    (c) pleasing to touch
1. The restaurant was shut down due to its slovenly kitchen conditions.
    (a) dirty
    (b) costly
    (c) inefficient
1. The Fed is concerned that further stimulus will lead to inflation.
    (a) unemployment
    (b) encouragement of growth
    (c) interest rates increases
1. The magician's final trick seemed to stupefy everyone in the audience.
    (a) warn and alert
    (b) bore and annoy
    (c) amaze and daze
