Something Wicked This Way Comes
Ray Bradbury
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. There's nothing in the living world like books on water-cures, deaths-of-a-thousand-slices, or pouring white-hot lava off castle walls on drolls and mountebanks.
    (a) comical in an unusual way -- often clever and understated
    (b) soft leather shoes traditionally worn by Native Americans
    (c) soccer:  unopposed kicks from the corner of the goal line
1. Here we are: Pterodactyl, Kite of Destruction! or what about Drums of Doom: The Saga of the Thunder Lizards!
    (a) act of hiring again
    (b) wrong understanding
    (c) long involved story
1. It shone dimly with its own effulgence, and its colour was light green-blue.
    (a) something exclusive to (someone or some group) -- such as an activity or place
    (b) related to DNA sequences or units of heredity that influence biological traits
    (c) radiating brightly (as does the sun) or anything that is dazzling or brilliant
1. We are blind to continuity, all breaks down, falls, melts, stops, rots, or runs away.
    (a) translation
    (b) storyteller
    (c) consistency
1. Jim slipped his hand through the leather mouth and hefted forth a metal shaft clustered with chimeras, Chinese dragons all fang, eyeball and moss-green armour, all cross and crescent; every symbol around the world that made men safe, or seemed to, clung there, greaving the boys' hands with odd weight and meaning.
    (a) members of Nazi organization for children aged 10 to 18
    (b) extremely dense collapsed stars made mostly of neutrons
    (c) imagined things that are not possible in the real world
1. Calmly, Jim put a fist into his copious and richly treasured pockets, rummaged, and held out his hand.
    (a) able to be protected or kept unchanged
    (b) able to accept as true (without proof)
    (c) large
1. And right now it was a gift of pictures twitched in pantomime, as Mr Dark made his illustrious jerk coldskinned over his warm-pulsed wrist as the stars came out above and, Jim stared and Will could not see and a long way off the last of the town people went away toward town in their warm cars, and Jim said, faintly, 'Gosh....' and Mr Dark rolled down his sleeve.
    (a) the state or degree of being bad or harmful
    (b) famous and admired; or worthy of admiration
    (c) able to be taken up or received into heaven
1. Threshed tight, mortally locked and bound to Jim, staring up, Will was all the more shaken to see the normal boy, the airy glance, the unassuming poise, the small, the easy self in which no man at all was revealed by street light.
    (a) humble
    (b) sloped
    (c) hidden
1. Ink-sewn to the left palm, Jim's face was indelible and natural as life.
    (a) one who believes that knowledge is acquired primarily by reason rather than by experience
    (b) a hollow muscular organ in the pelvic cavity of females which can hold a developing fetus
    (c) impossible to remove, forget, or erase -- can refer to physical marks or lasting memories
1. Clutching the steel lattice-grille, he peered down in the pit.
    (a) a pattern made from crisscrossing two sets of lines
    (b) characterized by narrower parallel folds when closed and wider when open
    (c) design based on alphabetic letters; or adding such a design to something
1. did the scurrying freaks, the Illustrated Marvel, bear the foreheads of the Irascible, the Cruel, the Covetous, the mouths of the Lewd and Untruthful?
    (a) easily angered
    (b) unable to find
    (c) very important
1. Not knowing, or refusing to know, is bad, or amoral, at least.
    (a) aka analytic -- relating to a theory of psychiatry
    (b) lacking any sense of moral standards or principles
    (c) deserving no respect (worthless or of bad quality)
1. Somewhere in the recumbent solitudes, the motionless but teeming millions of books, lost in two dozen turns right, three dozen turns left, down aisles, through doors, toward dead ends, locked doors, half-empty shelves, somewhere in the literary soot of Dickens's London, or Dostoevsky's Moscow or the steppes beyond, somewhere in the vellumed dust of atlas or Geographic, sneezes pent but set like traps, the boys crouched, stood, lay sweating a cool and constant brine.
    (a) not friendly
    (b) unbending
    (c) lying down; or horizontal
1. Like a black tidal wave upon a bleak shore, a dark tumult infilled with phosphorescent beauties and badly spoiled dreams, Mr. Dark sounded and hissed his feet, his legs, his body, his sharp face forward.
    (a) the quality or degree of being straightforward or clear (sometimes indicating that truth is not worded carefully to spare feelings or gain advantage)
    (b) the degree to which a performance of or to someone else's work lends itself to the expression of personal artistic ideas or feelings by the performer
    (c) dim glowing light from microorganisms
1. It seemed an age before the tapestries struck, all askew, a ruin of beauty, an avalanche of gold, silver, and sky-blue thread on the floor.
    (a) opposed to "globalization"
    (b) not straight; or not right
    (c) rain, snow, hail, or sleet
1. A chameleon perched on Jim's nose.
    (a) a person who changes opinions, behavior, or appearance depending upon the circumstances

or:

a kind of lizard that changes its colors to match the colors around it
    (b) the act of forcing into an undesired activity or situation -- such as legally sentencing someone to punishment  OR  the act of finding guilty -- especially in court
    (c) a workplace where people do scientific or medical research, or produce drugs or chemicals (also used figuratively)  OR  (as an adjective) related to such a place
1. Such weights and pressures of despair and exertion fought for his attention, he could only free his eyes to watch the inside of his lids upon which multiple and ever changing looms of terror jigged and gamboled.
    (a) (verb) drew pictures to accompany  OR  (adjective) accompanied by pictures
    (b) frolicked (skipped, jumped, and/or ran around in a happy, playful manner)
    (c) related such that a change in one thing helps predict a change in another
1. Charles Halloway, citizen, father, introspective husband, nightwanderer, and janitor of the town library.
    (a) thoughtful about one's own thoughts and feelings
    (b) most important; or person that is most important
    (c) tending to have exceedingly unfavorable opinions
1. In the mirrors, a wizened multiplication of boy-apes did likewise, posing a single rosebud of blue-yellow flame.
    (a) deserving no respect (worthless or of bad quality)
    (b) lean and wrinkled
    (c) aka analytic -- relating to a theory of psychiatry
1. And Charles Halloway pulled faces, popped his eyes, mashed his nose, winked, cavorted like chimpanzee-ape, waltzed with the wind, tap-danced the dust, threw back his head to bay at the moon, dragging Will with him.
    (a) examined in detail to better understand
    (b) tension from opposing ideas or feelings
    (c) played in a lively, unrestrained manner
