Sense and Sensibility
Jane Austen
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Her innovative approach to solving problems earned her the approbation of her peers.
    (a) distrust
    (b) sympathy
    (c) approval
1. In spite of the censure of her colleagues, she believed she had done the right thing.
    (a) criticism
    (b) anger
    (c) disinterest
1. Her job prospects are hindered as a consequence of the conviction.
    (a) important part
    (b) result
    (c) unimportant part
1. It is the most consequential tax legislation in decades.
    (a) important
    (b) harmful
    (c) unethical
1. The professor greeted each student cordially as they entered.
    (a) in a clumsy manner
    (b) in a hurried manner
    (c) in a friendly manner
1. Which word choice would help to establish a serious tone.
    (a) avoid
    (b) create
    (c) increase
1. The sixth paragraph (lines 67-68) is primarily concerned with establishing the contrast between men and masculine traits.
    (a) showing
    (b) minimizing
    (c) exaggerating
1. She showed fortitude by staying calm and determined during the long recovery.
    (a) physical speed
    (b) mental courage
    (c) sudden anger
1. I hope to take the ACT just once. However, I will take it early, so there is time to study and take it again if my scores aren't high enough.
    (a) also
    (b) and
    (c) but
1. The official inquiry has ended, but the press continues to ask questions.
    (a) story
    (b) investigation
    (c) statement
1. Researchers perceive a clear pattern in how the disease spreads through families.
    (a) carefully measure
    (b) actively prevent
    (c) view or understand
1. It's one thing to perceive something with the senses and another to understand its importance.
    (a) physically touch
    (b) become aware of
    (c) clearly see
1. Courage is dangerous without prudence.
    (a) good support
    (b) good purpose
    (c) good sense
1. I don't recollect her name, but I'd recognize her.
    (a) pronounce properly
    (b) spell properly
    (c) remember
1. I don't want to spoil her, but I don't have the heart to reprove her.
    (a) instruct
    (b) criticize
    (c) compliment
1. Are you making any New Year's resolutions this year?
    (a) event plans
    (b) decorations
    (c) decisions
1. Through many years and hardships, her resolution to serve the poor never wavered.
    (a) way (solution)
    (b) determination
    (c) ability
1. I resolved to never drink again.
    (a) was forced
    (b) was encouraged
    (c) firmly decided
1. She is testing my resolve to keep a good attitude.
    (a) optimism
    (b) ability
    (c) determination
1. Her scruples were not so strong as to withstand her friend's arguments.
    (a) known facts
    (b) firmness of purpose
    (c) principles that discourage certain kinds of action
