Sense and Sensibility
Jane Austen
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Her primary focus is on the acquisition of money and the things it can buy.
    (a) getting
    (b) spending
    (c) fearing
1. We waved adieu to our friends at the train station.
    (a) goodbye
    (b) hello
    (c) greetings
1. His British accent turned out to be an affectation he picked up in college.
    (a) honest trait
    (b) old hobby
    (c) fake mannerism
1. In algebra, letters often denote unknown numbers in equations.
    (a) scatter
    (b) represent
    (c) confuse
1. She is so diffident; I can't imagine her as president of the organization.
    (a) argumentative
    (b) unassertive
    (c) young
1. The comedian had a droll way of describing everyday life.
    (a) quirky and funny
    (b) harsh and bitter
    (c) dull and serious
1. She was fastidious about keeping her desk perfectly organized.
    (a) careless and disorganized
    (b) loud and outgoing
    (c) extremely attentive to detail
1. I appreciate your forbearance.
    (a) family concerns
    (b) financial loan
    (c) patience or tolerance
1. The most hackneyed phrase in Silicon Valley these days is "We're the next Google."
    (a) lacking impact because it has been heard so many times before
    (b) the degree to which a performance of or to someone else's work lends itself to the expression of personal artistic ideas or feelings by the performer
    (c) the quality or degree of being straightforward or clear (sometimes indicating that truth is not worded carefully to spare feelings or gain advantage)
1. They trusted her to be impartial.
    (a) forgiving
    (b) smart
    (c) unbiased
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) impulsive
    (b) cautious
    (c) wealthy
1. Our investigation paints a portrait of impropriety.
    (a) inappropriate behavior
    (b) foolishness
    (c) false rumors
1. Her impudent reply to the manager shocked everyone in the meeting.
    (a) extremely quiet
    (b) disrespectfully bold
    (c) thoughtfully kind
1. She thrives at sifting through that kind of minute detail.
    (a) quickly eliminated
    (b) including even small considerations
    (c) available from prior research
1. She avoided eye contact as she narrated the story of how she ended up in prison.
    (a) urged strongly
    (b) discouraged
    (c) told (a story)
1. After breaking the window, the penitent boy apologized to his neighbor.
    (a) feeling regret for wrongdoing
    (b) confused about the rules
    (c) proud of one's actions
1. As a group, the people with a family history of heart disease have a higher propensity to develop the condition themselves.
    (a) avoidance
    (b) tendency
    (c) fear
1. She's been making sagacious business decisions for more than 30 years.
    (a) wise
    (b) impatient
    (c) careless
1. Many people in the world have to subsist on $1 a day.
    (a) survive
    (b) thrive
    (c) grow
1. She sat unobtrusively in the rear of the room.
    (a) while shouting loudly
    (b) while crying softly
    (c) without drawing attention
