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Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She has been afflicted with migraines since childhood.
    (a) surprised by
    (b) worried about
    (c) made to suffer
1. Amnesia is much more common in the movies than it is in life.
    (a) love at first sight
    (b) a minor gunshot wound
    (c) loss of memory
1. Her guilt led to anguish until she committed her life to good.
    (a) extreme solitude
    (b) extreme depression
    (c) extreme distress
1. The rules felt arbitrary, changing from one day to the next without clear explanation.
    (a) cruel
    (b) impulsive
    (c) strict
1. She is so credulous she believes everything she reads.
    (a) easily fooled
    (b) very skeptical
    (c) deeply thoughtful
1. She dotes upon her children.
    (a) worries
    (b) adores
    (c) criticizes
1. In the second paragraph, the narrator's focus shifts from factors making her unhappy to identification of possible solutions to her unhappiness.
    (a) examples of illnesses
    (b) things (that influence an outcome)
    (c) things that are unfair
1. Ironically, her strongest supporters undermined her popularity through their extremism.
    (a) when what happens is very fitting for the situation
    (b) when what happens is very different than what might be expected
    (c) when what happens is exactly what usually happens
1. Her voice was dripping with irony as she said, "You look beautiful."
    (a) kindness
    (b) sincerity
    (c) sarcasm
1. This weather makes me melancholy. I can't wait for spring,
    (a) sad
    (b) feel like singing
    (c) happy
1. She loves him. Nevertheless, she is determined to stop seeing him unless he stops drinking.
    (a) despite that
    (b) also
    (c) in addition
1. She left instructions for us, but they are so obscure we can't agree on what they are.
    (a) controversial
    (b) not clearly expressed or understood
    (c) unrelated to the subject at hand
1. The phenomenon was first noticed by Marie Curie.
    (a) thing of interest
    (b) thing that is hidden
    (c) thing that is growing
1. Her theory was neat, plausible, and wrong.
    (a) praiseworthy
    (b) reasonable
    (c) foolish
1. Successful politicians are pragmatists. Compromise is built into the system.
    (a) personable
    (b) practical
    (c) busy
1. Legal precedent set by the Supreme Court should be followed by all lower courts.
    (a) a decision made at a prior time
    (b) an exception to a general rule
    (c) a law passed by the legislature
1. Students analyzed the senator's rhetoric before writing their essays.
    (a) persuasive language
    (b) family history
    (c) voting record
1. She sat unobtrusively in the rear of the room.
    (a) without drawing attention
    (b) while shouting loudly
    (c) while crying softly
1. Her evolutionary benefit theory of vengeance is supported by studies showing that a person's desire for revenge increases when others see their mistreatment.
    (a) fairness
    (b) revenge
    (c) status
1. She threw herself into work with a vengeance.
    (a) with intensity
    (b) with reluctance
    (c) with careful thought
