Oliver Twist
Charles Dickens
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She accepted the invitation with alacrity.
    (a) quickness
    (b) embarrassment
    (c) concern
1. It does little to allay Israeli fears.
    (a) increase
    (b) distract from
    (c) reduce
1. In algebra, letters often denote unknown numbers in equations.
    (a) represent
    (b) scatter
    (c) confuse
1. She heard the discordant clanging of pots in the kitchen.
    (a) unpleasant sound
    (b) loud sound
    (c) attractive sound
1. The victors write the history and disparage their enemies.
    (a) defeat
    (b) criticize
    (c) erase from history
1. She loves singing and evinces a natural gift.
    (a) shows
    (b) craves
    (c) lacks
1. She grew up execrating the man who had abandoned their family, blaming him for every hardship.
    (a) aroused or inspired again
    (b) arouses or inspires again
    (c) expressing intense hatred for
1. I trust you didn't take her facetious remarks seriously.
    (a) mildly offensive
    (b) not serious
    (c) deeply personal
1. Her impudent reply to the manager shocked everyone in the meeting.
    (a) extremely quiet
    (b) thoughtfully kind
    (c) disrespectfully bold
1. That infernal alarm clock kept going off every five minutes.
    (a) annoying
    (b) expensive
    (c) antique
1. She stood irresolute; not sure if she should go left or right.
    (a) uncertain of how to proceed
    (b) completely still
    (c) quivering
1. She thrives at sifting through that kind of minute detail.
    (a) quickly eliminated
    (b) available from prior research
    (c) including even small considerations
1. Guiteau was insane and assassinated President Garfield because he believed Garfield cheated him out of a political patronage job. He thought he was owed the job for giving a speech encouraging others to vote for Garfield.
    (a) civil service
    (b) favor for political support
    (c) high-ranking and high-paying
1. After months of practice, she gained enough proficiency in Spanish to hold a simple conversation.
    (a) skill
    (b) interest
    (c) permission
1. Critics called the event a profligate display of wealth during a time of economic hardship.
    (a) (adjective) designed to stop something  OR  (noun) something that stops something else
    (b) wastefully extravagant
    (c) related to intelligence -- such as requiring, appealing to, or possessing intelligence
1. She couldn't reciprocate his feelings after he professed his love for her.
    (a) return
    (b) understand
    (c) hear
1. Her warm smile and friendly salutation set the tone for the entire meeting.
    (a) greeting
    (b) introduction
    (c) smile
1. The refugees lived in squalid conditions with no clean water or proper shelter.
    (a) filthy and unpleasant
    (b) loud and crowded
    (c) clean and pleasant
1. Power in the city is divided amongst the mayor, city council, and sundry city commissions.
    (a) elected
    (b) various
    (c) skillful
1. After losing everything, he lived as a vagabond for nearly five years.
    (a) wealthy landowner
    (b) settled farmer
    (c) wandering drifter
