Of Human Bondage
W. Somerset Maugham
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Many old portraits show wealthy nobles as corpulent figures.
    (a) thin and slender
    (b) heavy and stout
    (c) tall and lanky
1. Their culture has elaborate wedding ceremonies.
    (a) generous
    (b) detailed
    (c) exciting
1. He walked with an elaborate swagger.
    (a) rudely disrespectful
    (b) exaggerated
    (c) slightly noticeable
1. Her flippant joke during the serious meeting upset the group.
    (a) not properly serious
    (b) deeply respectful
    (c) carefully researched
1. The disease causes grotesque deformity.
    (a) as from aging
    (b) hidden (internal)
    (c) ugly or distorted
1. Ironically, her strongest supporters undermined her popularity through their extremism.
    (a) when what happens is exactly what usually happens
    (b) when what happens is very different than what might be expected
    (c) when what happens is very fitting for the situation
1. Her voice was dripping with irony as she said, "You look beautiful."
    (a) sincerity
    (b) sarcasm
    (c) kindness
1. The study indicates that traffic accidents from falling asleep increase on long, straight, monotonous roads.
    (a) narrow
    (b) dark
    (c) boring
1. The budget was approved, notwithstanding the loud protests from the opposition.
    (a) as a result of
    (b) in spite of
    (c) in addition to
1. Our parish raised funds to repair the old chapel's leaking roof and bell tower.
    (a) local church community
    (b) private school district
    (c) large city government
1. Most doctors prescribe simple lifestyle changes before medication.
    (a) ignore
    (b) delay
    (c) recommend
1. Don't reproach yourself for things beyond your control.
    (a) congratulate
    (b) accept honor for
    (c) criticize
1. She sauntered over to us.
    (a) walked leisurely
    (b) limped painfully
    (c) marched quickly
1. She sulked for the rest of the week when she learned she would not make the starting team.
    (a) was unhappy and unsociable
    (b) was angry and lashed out
    (c) worked tirelessly to improve
1. His supercilious tone made everyone in the room feel inferior.
    (a) haughty and disdainful
    (b) shy and uncertain
    (c) warm and welcoming
1. As a safety measure, the school now insists that all backpacks and school bags be transparent.
    (a) easily seen through
    (b) weighed
    (c) searched upon entry
1. It was a transparent lie.
    (a) obvious
    (b) clever
    (c) vicious
1. The uncouth man's behavior at the dinner party was embarrassing to his guests.
    (a) rude or unpleasant
    (b) drunken
    (c) not bathed
1. The politician’s vehement speech stirred up strong emotions in the crowd.
    (a) calm and composed
    (b) forceful or intense
    (c) highly convincing
1. His vulgar jokes embarrassed everyone at the formal dinner party.
    (a) stale
    (b) clever
    (c) crude
