O Pioneers!
Willa Cather
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. His British accent turned out to be an affectation he picked up in college.
    (a) honest trait
    (b) fake mannerism
    (c) old hobby
1. It is important to distinguish between conjecture and fact.
    (a) theory
    (b) fantasy
    (c) popularity
1. I try to hire employees who are conscientious.
    (a) smart
    (b) attractive
    (c) careful
1. She asked to defer cross-examination until the morning.
    (a) cancel
    (b) schedule
    (c) delay
1. In algebra, letters often denote unknown numbers in equations.
    (a) scatter
    (b) represent
    (c) confuse
1. She likes it when they stick to the numbers and don't digress into storytelling.
    (a) wander
    (b) elaborate
    (c) compete
1. The politician’s equivocal statement could be taken two completely different ways.
    (a) firmly decided
    (b) unclear in meaning
    (c) openly honest
1. Airline tickets, hotels, everything is exorbitant in that city on holiday weekends.
    (a) a lot more expensive than is reasonable or typical
    (b) lacking a tendency to be full of thought
    (c) without a tendency to be full of thought
1. She does a good imitation of Michael Jackson's famous falsetto.
    (a) deep speaking tone
    (b) high singing voice
    (c) smooth dance move
1. She is too indolent for med school.
    (a) lazy
    (b) kind
    (c) calm
1. Trust between coworkers is an intangible quality that takes years to build.
    (a) easily broken
    (b) non-material
    (c) extremely heavy
1. The petulant child threw his toys whenever he didn't get his way.
    (a) cranky
    (b) hungry
    (c) cheerful
1. To control the spread of the disease, the school has a separate room where sick students wait for a ride home to recuperate.
    (a) family care
    (b) do homework
    (c) regain health
1. I don't want to spoil her, but I don't have the heart to reprove her.
    (a) criticize
    (b) instruct
    (c) compliment
1. Lenders trust her as a scrupulous property inspector.
    (a) fast and cheap
    (b) honest and careful
    (c) loud and rude
1. The restaurant was shut down due to its slovenly kitchen conditions.
    (a) dirty
    (b) inefficient
    (c) costly
1. She described him as humble, polite, and solicitous.
    (a) caring
    (b) perceptive
    (c) smart
1. The car remained stationary with the engine running.
    (a) not moving
    (b) cool
    (c) warm
1. Her face showed nothing but stolid indifference.
    (a) emotionless
    (b) confused
    (c) bitter
1. She was determined and did not vacillate in the least.
    (a) waver
    (b) forget
    (c) celebrate
