Nine Stories
J. D. Salinger
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. He picked up the slimy wet, cumbersome float and put it under his arm.
    (a) difficult to handle or awkward
    (b) a sensible view of a situation
    (c) made by taking on as one's own
1. She asked Eloise, "Just exactly what is a hernia, anyway?"
    (a) related to psychosis or someone who suffers from a psychosis (any severe mental disorder in which contact with reality is lost or highly distorted)
    (b) group of people responsible for determining if early release from prison is permitted and if so, what conditions should be required of the prisoner
    (c) a rupture in smooth muscle tissue through which a bodily structure protrudes -- most commonly in men with an intestine protruding in the groin area
1. Ramona's eyes, behind thick, counter-myopia lenses, did not reflect even the smallest part of Mary Jane's enthusiasm.
    (a) Jack London's adventurous yet philosophical novella of the exploits of a pet dog that is stolen and placed into harsh service in Alaska (1903)
    (b) unable to see distant objects clearly

or (figuratively):  not thinking or understanding beyond immediate effect to future or broader effect
    (c) the inability to control bodily bathroom functions; or unable or unwilling to moderate other things (when not specified, often sexual behavior)
1. She bent over and picked up her tennis paraphernalia.
    (a) items that accompany a given activity
    (b) not creating disagreement or struggle
    (c) not bouncing back light/heat/sound...
1. If we had straight athletics on our minds, we went to Van Cortlandt, where the playing fields were regulation size and where the opposing team didn't include a baby carriage or an irate old lady with a cane.
    (a) material wealth
    (b) strongly biased
    (c) extremely angry
1. And always waiting, waiting for a decent chance to strike terror and admiration in the nearest mediocre heart.
    (a) without purpose, job, or natural activity
    (b) unable or difficult to meet and talk with
    (c) average or a bit below average in quality
1. Sandra stared rancorously at the opposite wall.
    (a) in a manner that is very bad (deserving no respect)
    (b) with feelings of deep and bitter anger and ill-will
    (c) in a manner that spreads to other parts of the body
1. As she peered inside, with her legs apart and her hands on her knees, she whistled, unmelodically, through her teeth, keeping time with a little uninhibited, pendulum action of her rear end.
    (a) acting naturally without being overly self-conscious
    (b) the ability to take or adopt power or responsibility
    (c) the process of excessive encouragement or excitement
1. More, really, to edify, to instruct.
    (a) instruct
    (b) disagree
    (c) subtract
1. Quite sensuous, in many ways.
    (a) relating to pleasure from the body's senses rather than from the intellect
    (b) most extreme as in final, best, worst, most important, or most fundamental
    (c) the state or degree of having found a condition or substance to be present
1. My mother had a propensity to spoil him.
    (a) interaction or interest
    (b) tendency or inclination
    (c) a subtle characteristic
1. Corporal Z, who had called for him at the hospital, still drove a jeep combat-style, with the windshield down on the hood, armistice or no armistice.
    (a) agreement to temporarily stop fighting a war
    (b) found a condition or substance to be present
    (c) Nazi organization for children aged 10 to 18
1. The gray-haired man turned his head again toward the girl, perhaps to show her how forbearing, even stoic, his countenance was.
    (a) able to be restored to good condition
    (b) not bouncing back light/heat/sound...
    (c) tolerant and self-controlled
1. We began to exchange vivacious smiles when we bumped into each other on the threshold of the bathroom.
    (a) lively and engaging
    (b) an argument attributed to one's opponent that is weaker than their actual argument
    (c) the quality of feeling angry or unhappy about having to accept something not liked
1. He said he was mostly interested in the satiric rather than the arty side of painting.
    (a) full of anger or unhappiness at having to accept something not liked
    (b) a way of making fun of people or ideas -- often through exaggeration
    (c) relating to expert judgement of what is good and bad about something
1. I've been as saving as an exceptionally neurotic magpie all my life, and I still have the next-to-the-last draft of the letter I wrote to Sister Irma that June night in 1939.
    (a) mildly mentally disturbed -- usually worrying too much about something; or someone with such symptoms
    (b) something made of the brownish metal with the same name -- such as a sculpture or a third place medal
    (c) something (typically a statement) that disagrees with itself; or (more rarely) the act of disagreeing
1. ...and I was convinced that every passer-by was giving me a second, basically censorious look.
    (a) aware or concerned about something
    (b) relating to a theory of psychiatry
    (c) highly critical
1. Absolute sacrilege.
    (a) disrespect of something others consider important or sacred
    (b) the process or result of learning, discovering, or deciding
    (c) person, organization, or anything with a separate existence
1. Though his speaking voice was, in the usual connotation, well bred, it carried considerably more than adequately, as though he had some sort of understanding with himself that anything he had to say would sound pretty much all right—intelligent, literate, even amusing or stimulating—either from Teddy's vantage point or from that of the people in the row behind, if they were listening.
    (a) a suggested idea or feeling that goes beyond something's primary meaning
    (b) ruling on a point of Islamic law that is given by a recognized authority
    (c) cash or an asset (something of value) that is easily converted into cash
1. "I understand you left a pretty disturbed bunch of pedants up at Boston," Nicholson said, watching him.
    (a) constrains in some way -- such as ties up, requires, or obligates
    (b) people too concerned with formal rules or book learning (or possibly teachers)
    (c) people, organizations, lifeforms, or things that exist separately
