Middlemarch
George Eliot
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. It does little to allay Israeli fears.
    (a) distract from
    (b) reduce
    (c) increase
1. Her innovative approach to solving problems earned her the approbation of her peers.
    (a) distrust
    (b) sympathy
    (c) approval
1. We can expect calumny from our critics.
    (a) false accusations
    (b) foolish mistakes
    (c) criticism
1. She added a codicil instructing a pauper's funeral so even those funds would go to the foundation.
    (a) an instruction added to a will
    (b) a type of small portable radio
    (c) a change; or a changed version
1. She is a contemptible liar.
    (a) deserving no respect
    (b) good (at pretending)
    (c) unreliable
1. She has a discerning eye for talent.
    (a) having good energy
    (b) having good fun
    (c) having good judgment
1. We are awaiting the commander's final disposition of the matter.
    (a) general mood
    (b) decision to settle a matter
    (c) questions regarding a topic
1. The store is going to close forever. We have not decided on the disposition of the inventory.
    (a) transferring of ownership
    (b) the process of counting
    (c) discount rate
1. The comedian had a droll way of describing everyday life.
    (a) dull and serious
    (b) harsh and bitter
    (c) quirky and funny
1. Ecclesiastical law governs many church traditions.
    (a) church-related
    (b) sports-related
    (c) kitchen-related
1. The resolution calls upon the country to "cease hostilities forthwith."
    (a) immediately
    (b) carefully
    (c) publicly
1. Concern for her children's safety impelled her to take action and confront the intruder.
    (a) prevented
    (b) slowed
    (c) drove
1. The author uses the character to initiate his readers to life and norms within an American high-security prison.
    (a) criticize
    (b) introduce
    (c) make excuses
1. I don't read her column. It's too much gossip and innuendo.
    (a) related to the branch of physics concerned with the conversion of different forms of energy
    (b) things implied, but not actually stated
    (c) of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints which was founded by Joseph Smith in 1830
1. They have interposed themselves on the side of our enemy.
    (a) hidden
    (b) inserted
    (c) been seen
1. The poem captured the pathos of wartime loss.
    (a) moving sadness
    (b) angry tone
    (c) cheerful spirit
1. Her tone was peremptory, preventing argument or disagreement.
    (a) not in line with her usual manner
    (b) not allowing contradiction or refusal
    (c) more rushed than usual
1. The politician’s reputation for rectitude and honesty earned him the respect of his constituents.
    (a) wisdom
    (b) moral integrity
    (c) kindness to others
1. I don't drink because members of my family have an increased susceptibility to alcoholism.
    (a) two successive lines of poetry; usually rhymed
    (b) the main building (or buildings) of government
    (c) the trait of being easily harmed
1. She waived the decision of which to choose by buying both.
    (a) struggled with
    (b) finally decided
    (c) did not engage in
