Little Dorrit
Charles Dickens
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. One of the objectives in my literature class is to acquaint my students with different cultures.
    (a) make familiar
    (b) make surprised
    (c) make a list for
1. The singer assented to the request for an encore.
    (a) declined or refused
    (b) dislike or resented
    (c) consented or agreed
1. She tried to sound supportive, but her advice came across as condescending.
    (a) acting superior
    (b) sounding uninformed
    (c) harmful or unhelpful
1. Her job prospects are hindered as a consequence of the conviction.
    (a) important part
    (b) result
    (c) unimportant part
1. It is the most consequential tax legislation in decades.
    (a) unethical
    (b) important
    (c) harmful
1. Which word choice would help to establish a serious tone.
    (a) create
    (b) increase
    (c) avoid
1. The sixth paragraph (lines 67-68) is primarily concerned with establishing the contrast between men and masculine traits.
    (a) minimizing
    (b) exaggerating
    (c) showing
1. I was inclined to laugh, but I overcame the urge.
    (a) tending
    (b) disinclined
    (c) afraid
1. The boat ramp has a steep incline.
    (a) slope
    (b) danger
    (c) price
1. They have interposed themselves on the side of our enemy.
    (a) hidden
    (b) inserted
    (c) been seen
1. She stood irresolute; not sure if she should go left or right.
    (a) quivering
    (b) completely still
    (c) uncertain of how to proceed
1. Despite the success of the United States, most new democracies choose a parliamentary or hybrid form of government because of the political instability and authoritarianism associated with the many Latin American countries that have chosen a presidential system.
    (a) government in which the legislature selects the leader
    (b) government in which the military selects the leader
    (c) government in which the court selects the leader
1. Guiteau was insane and assassinated President Garfield because he believed Garfield cheated him out of a political patronage job. He thought he was owed the job for giving a speech encouraging others to vote for Garfield.
    (a) high-ranking and high-paying
    (b) civil service
    (c) favor for political support
1. The lawyers will remonstrate that we're starting without a written agreement, but we trust each other.
    (a) promise
    (b) protest
    (c) explain
1. I received an invoice for $100 for services rendered.
    (a) provided or supplied
    (b) described in writing
    (c) to be performed
1. The disorder will eventually render her paralyzed.
    (a) unmake
    (b) make
    (c) compare
1. The company made reparations to the community for the environmental damage it caused.
    (a) apologies
    (b) payments
    (c) excuses
1. She retorted, "Takes one to know one."
    (a) quickly replied
    (b) joyfully laughed
    (c) insulted back
1. The experiment yielded data that raised a new set of questions.
    (a) produced
    (b) destroyed
    (c) slowed down
1. After the scandal, she yielded to public pressure and resigned her position.
    (a) gave in
    (b) added
    (c) produced
