Listening for Lions
Gloria Whelan
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. I don't understand her antagonism toward me.
    (a) kindness
    (b) hostility
    (c) positive attitude
1. Let's see if we can coax her into coming with us.
    (a) drag forcefully
    (b) gently persuade
    (c) trick
1. She gave a coy smile and refused to say whether she liked him.
    (a) openly angry
    (b) deeply confused
    (c) shy but playful
1. The fake article was written to attract attention and deceive readers.
    (a) lie to or mislead
    (b) attract
    (c) entertain
1. The con artist used clever deception to trick wealthy investors.
    (a) kindness
    (b) praise
    (c) trickery
1. What was her diagnosis?
    (a) major symptom
    (b) treatment for the illness
    (c) identification of an illness
1. She both entertains and edifies when she speaks.
    (a) learns from others
    (b) puzzles listeners
    (c) teaches or instructs
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) impulsive
    (b) wealthy
    (c) cautious
1. Three influenza pandemics occurred in the 20th century killing tens of millions of people.
    (a) flu
    (b) polio
    (c) measles
1. Words can be like baseball bats when used maliciously against someone who is sensitive.
    (a) mockingly
    (b) evilly
    (c) carelessly
1. She brushed the horse's tangled mane until it flowed smoothly down its neck.
    (a) long curved tail
    (b) sharp pointed hoof
    (c) thick neck hair
1. The school will notify parents if the schedule changes.
    (a) inform
    (b) punish
    (c) ignore
1. She omitted a few details to place herself in a more favorable light.
    (a) made up
    (b) left out
    (c) exaggerated
1. We can work together or perish separately.
    (a) fail
    (b) work
    (c) die
1. Top athletes persevere through pain to reach their goals.
    (a) give up at first try
    (b) rest before any effort
    (c) push on through hardship
1. Seeing the defendant wear prison clothes may prejudice the jury against the defendant.
    (a) create a sympathetic belief in
    (b) create an unfair belief in
    (c) create a serious attitude in
1. While the young king was ill, his uncle served as regent to rule the kingdom.
    (a) elected prime minister
    (b) temporary substitute ruler
    (c) royal court advisor
1. Navy SEALs go through an incredibly rigorous qualification and training program.
    (a) difficult and demanding
    (b) fun and energetic
    (c) up-to-date
1. Work is scarce in the region.
    (a) extremely hard
    (b) easily found
    (c) in short supply
1. That coach scorns students who don't have natural ability.
    (a) encourages
    (b) disrespects
    (c) trains
