Life of Pi
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Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The region has abundant natural resources, from oil to fresh water.
    (a) widely available
    (b) highly disputed
    (c) extremely scarce
1. This passage is adapted from Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man ©1952.
    (a) changed
    (b) read
    (c) copied
1. I grow more nervous as the test approaches.
    (a) is remembered
    (b) continues
    (c) gets nearer
1. We need to approach this problem in a new way.
    (a) think about
    (b) avoid
    (c) assign
1. The wooden boat is buoyant even without a captured pocket of air.
    (a) tends to float
    (b) is stable
    (c) very strong
1. Most bear species are omnivorous, but individuals' diets can range from almost exclusively herbivorous to almost exclusively carnivorous depending on what food sources are available locally and seasonally.
    (a) meat-eating
    (b) both meat-eating and plant-eating
    (c) plant-eating
1. In most countries, the convention is to shake the head to indicate "no", but in Bulgaria that indicates "yes".
    (a) movement
    (b) agreement
    (c) normal behavior
1. The country has signed the United Nations Convention against Torture.
    (a) written study with findings
    (b) written international agreement
    (c) a large conference or meeting
1. The lions devoured the antelope.
    (a) killed
    (b) caught
    (c) ate
1. She devours anything written about him.
    (a) discusses with friends
    (b) is careful to avoid
    (c) reads with eager interest
1. The example illustrates the belief.
    (a) proves
    (b) disproves
    (c) makes clear
1. He was chosen as imam because of his knowledge and good character.
    (a) federal judge
    (b) Muslim leader
    (c) politician
1. The value of pi is needed to calculate any circle's area.
    (a) a triangle's height
    (b) the circle ratio
    (c) a square's diagonal
1. I'm positive our team will win on Friday.
    (a) happy
    (b) pretty sure
    (c) certain
1. Volunteering had a positive impact on the whole neighborhood.
    (a) minor and unnoticed
    (b) harmful or damaging
    (c) good or beneficial
1. During the Second World War, products such as food and gasoline were rationed in the United States, so more resources could be devoted to the war effort.
    (a) restricted in the amount each person could have
    (b) set at a high price only the military could afford
    (c) imported in small amounts from many countries
1. The author used gloomy weather to help reflect a depressing situation.
    (a) express
    (b) distract from
    (c) make interesting
1. The stop signs in this neighborhood reflect light, so you won't miss them even if there isn't a nearby streetlight.
    (a) bounce back
    (b) absorb
    (c) sense
1. The sloth is hanging upside down in that tree.
    (a) a type of animal that imitates bird songs
    (b) a type of animal that moves very slowly
    (c) a type of animal with odd mating habits
1. It is thought that there are over 20,000 species of ants.
    (a) different categories
    (b) different diets
    (c) different nest types
