King Lear
William Shakespeare
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Dear sir, forbear!
    (a) where attention is concentrated
    (b) refrain (hold back) from acting
    (c) the ability to take on or adopt
1. Fare thee well, king: sith thus thou wilt appear, Freedom lives hence, and banishment is here.
    (a) not easily set on fire
    (b) way of doing something
    (c) to expel or get rid of
1. 'Tis the infirmity of his age: yet he hath ever but slenderly known himself.
    (a) another battle with the same foe
    (b) describing someone as antisocial
    (c) weakness from old age or disease
1. I beseech you, sir, pardon me.
    (a) to spread to other parts of the body
    (b) move into position to work; or start
    (c) ask strongly or beg
1. It was not brought me, my lord, there's the cunning of it; I found it thrown in at the casement of my closet.
    (a) good at achieving goals through cleverness and deception
    (b) relating to logical examination to improve understanding
    (c) related to the natural world (life, air, water, land...)
1. I'll not endure it
    (a) call -- typically to come nearer by using a hand gesture or a nod
    (b) suffer through
    (c) communication through gestures and body movements (without words)
1. The wonder is, he hath endur'd so long:
    (a) took on or adopted
    (b) previously created
    (c) lasted (continued to survive)
1. —Ingratitude, thou marble-hearted fiend, More hideous when thou show'st thee in a child Than the sea-monster!
    (a) the process of excessive encouragement or excitement
    (b) the ability to take or adopt power or responsibility
    (c) lack of gratefulness -- typically inappropriately so
1. If your diligence be not speedy, I shall be there afore you.
    (a) calm state of mind
    (b) hard work and care
    (c) restarted (a fire)
1. I am scarce in breath, my lord.
    (a) barely (an amount that is less than desired)
    (b) the state of not being aware or concerned about something
    (c) a state similar to sleep where one is unaware of anything
1. How in one house Should many people, under two commands, Hold amity?
    (a) a state of friendly relations
    (b) aka analysist -- psychiatrist
    (c) something taken on or adopted
1. Our basest beggars are in the poorest thing superfluous.
    (a) the quality of being sensible and careful
    (b) without purpose, job, or natural activity
    (c) (having) more than is needed
1. neither to speak of him, entreat for him, nor any way sustain him.
    (a) stop fighting
    (b) ask earnestly
    (c) make possible
1. When I desired their leave that I might pity him, they took from me the use of mine own house; charged me on pain of perpetual displeasure, neither to speak of him, entreat for him, nor any way sustain him.
    (a) accept as true (without proof)
    (b) take (power or responsibility)
    (c) provide support
1. Poor Tom; that eats the swimming frog, the toad, the todpole, the wall-newt and the water; that in the fury of his heart, when the foul fiend rages, eats cow-dung for sallets; swallows the old rat and the ditch-dog; drinks the green mantle of the standing pool; who is whipped from tithing to tithing, and stocked, punished, and imprisoned; who hath had three suits to his back, six shirts to his body, horse to ride, and weapons to wear;— But mice and rats, and such small deer, Have been Tom's food for seven long year.
    (a) learning, discovering, or deciding in advance
    (b) interacting again or getting interested again
    (c) donating a potion of one's income to a church
1. I now perceive it was not altogether your brother's evil disposition made him seek his death;
    (a) dreamlike state of altered consciousness
    (b) someone who is intolerant and prejudiced
    (c) normal mood, personality, or inclination
1. that this treason were not—or not I the detector!
    (a) an act of betrayal
    (b) easily set on fire
    (c) untied or released
1. he's full of alteration And self-reproving:
    (a) criticism
    (b) attractive or desirable
    (c) predicting or revealing
1. to censure them
    (a) being a boundary or limit
    (b) criticize
    (c) find, search, or research
1. Enter a herald.
    (a) a person whose job is to announce important news
    (b) the four-dimensional combination of space and time where everything happens
    (c) a connection or relationship by being equivalent, proportionate, or matched
