How Much Land Does a Man Need?
Leo Tolstoy
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The younger sister was piqued, and in turn disparaged the life of a tradesman, and stood up for that of a peasant.
    (a) criticized or made seem less important
    (b) adjusted a lens to make an image clear
    (c) not good at concentrating on one thing
1. We may live roughly, but at least we are free from anxiety.
    (a) nervousness or worry
    (b) narrow water passage
    (c) basic rule or belief
1. You know the proverb, 'Loss and gain are brothers twain.'
    (a) to constrain in some way -- such as tie up, require, or obligate
    (b) a well-known, short saying that is thought to communicate wisdom
    (c) a group formed to discuss or offer insight on a particular topic
1. However much your good man may slave, you will die as you are living-on a dung heap-and your children the same.
    (a) regardless of how
    (b) people who are good at or spend much time studying, thinking, and reasoning
    (c) aka analysis -- psychiatric treatment; or a theory of psychiatric treatment
1. Busy as we are from childhood tilling Mother Earth, we peasants have no time to let any nonsense settle in our heads.
    (a) used historically or possibly in relation to a very poor country:  people of low income, education, and social standing -- especially those who raise crops or livestock
    (b) members of an artistic movement pioneered by Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque that featured surfaces of geometrical planes to depict three-dimensional organic forms
    (c) organisms in the early stages of growth prior to birth, hatching, or sprouting; in humans organisms during the first eight weeks of development (prior to the fetal stage)
1. So Pahom was well contented, and everything would have been right if the neighboring peasants would only not have trespassed on his cornfields and meadows.
    (a) became less drunk (or got completely past drunkenness)
    (b) entered another's property without right or permission
    (c) not having begun speaking with someone about something
1. He appealed to them most civilly, but they still went on: now the Communal herdsmen would let the village cows stray into his meadows; then horses from the night pasture would get among his corn.
    (a) mental activity of which one is self-aware
    (b) without involvement of anything in between
    (c) related to a group rather than individuals
1. Pahom turned them out again and again, and forgave their owners, and for a long time he forbore from prosecuting any one.
    (a) interacts, interests, or attracts
    (b) because of a basic rule or belief
    (c) refrained (held back) from acting
1. Pahom felt still more aggrieved, and let his anger loose upon the Elder and the Judges.
    (a) selected (on a computer screen)
    (b) learned, discovered, or decided
    (c) felt harmed by unfair treatment
1. He had plenty of arable land and pasturage, and could keep as many head of cattle as he liked.
    (a) capable of being farmed productively
    (b) inconspicuousness or trustworthiness
    (c) lacking a reason for doing something
1. The question of buying freehold land recurred to him again and again.
    (a) happened again
    (b) not translated
    (c) began fighting
1. He might have gone on living contentedly, but he grew tired of having to rent other people's land every year, and having to scramble for it.
    (a) exactly or accurately
    (b) in a satisfied manner
    (c) completely or totally
1. The colts were tethered behind the tents, and the mares were driven to them twice a day.
    (a) considered (for affect on a result or outcome)
    (b) tied so as to limit the boundaries of movement
    (c) held together (connected or united) or wrapped
1. The interpreter said, "This is our Chief himself."
    (a) someone who translates language
    (b) people who criticize or condemn
    (c) someone who extensively damages
1. They gave Pahom a feather-bed to sleep on, and the Bashkirs dispersed for the night, promising to assemble the next morning at daybreak and ride out before sunrise to the appointed spot.
    (a) nervous or confused
    (b) scattered (left each other)
    (c) excessively excited
1. Then he saw that it was not the peasant either, but the Devil himself with hoofs and horns, sitting there and chuckling, and before him lay a man barefoot, prostrate on the ground, with only trousers and a shirt on.
    (a) an overwhelming amount; or to overwhelm -- especially said of water
    (b) lying down - typically face downward on the ground as in submission
    (c) spend time with; or someone with whom a person spends a lot of time
1. He got up, roused his man (who was sleeping in his cart), bade him harness; and went to call the Bashkirs.
    (a) explains something in a particular way
    (b) beyond the permitted boundary or limit
    (c) to awaken, make more active, or excite
1. The hillock could be distinctly seen in the sunlight, with the people on it, and the glittering tires of the cartwheels.
    (a) in a manner that relates to classical music plays in which most of the dialogue is sung
    (b) in a manner related to a tendency to remain in a fixed stuporous state for long periods
    (c) in a manner that is clear, easily noticed, and/or identifiable as different or separate
1. Pahom went on running, his soaking shirt and trousers stuck to him, and his mouth was parched.
    (a) not with energy redirected from a negative impulse to a positive one
    (b) dried out by heat or excessive exposure to sunlight; or very thirsty
    (c) convinced (someone) that an idea previously believed was not correct
1. Again Pahom remembered his dream, and he uttered a cry: his legs gave way beneath him, he fell forward and reached the cap with his hands.
    (a) said (or make a sound) with the voice
    (b) controlled (how something turned out)
    (c) genetically changed through evolution
