Hiroshima
John Hersey
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. ...a man famous in Hiroshima for his showy philanthropies...
    (a) actions taken to help others -- probably by donating money
    (b) rejections or criticisms
    (c) things that don't change
1. At fifty he was healthy, convivial, and calm, and he was pleased to pass the evenings drinking whisky with friends, always sensibly and for the sake of conversation.
    (a) able to be found
    (b) fond of the pleasures of good company
    (c) likely to change
1. Satisfied that nothing would happen he went in and breakfasted with the other Fathers on substitute coffee and ration bread, which, under the circumstances, was especially repugnant to him.
    (a) related to
    (b) disgusting
    (c) very large
1. ...already growing apathetic and dazed in the presence of the cumulative distress,
    (a) relating to the chest (thorax)
    (b) uninterested
    (c) made by taking on as one's own
1. Her left leg was not severed, but it was badly broken and cut and it hung askew below the knee.
    (a) rain, snow, hail, or sleet
    (b) opposed to "globalization"
    (c) not straight; or not right
1. A great number of people, even badly burned ones, crawled into bushes and stayed there until the hum, evidently of a reconnaissance or weather run, died away.
    (a) aka natural right -- a right that is naturally due because of human nature and the natural condition
    (b) the act of exploring or information produced by such exploration -- especially for military purposes
    (c) a powerful stimulant drug that increases activity in the brain and nervous system -- often addictive
1. Early that day, 7 August, the Japanese radio broadcast for the first time a succinct announcement that very few, if any, of the people most concerned with its content, the survivors in Hiroshima, happened to hear: 'Hiroshima suffered considerable damage as the result of an attack by a few B-29s.
    (a) in a manner of taking on or adopting power or responsibility
    (b) producing a stream of atomic particles through nuclear decay
    (c) said clearly in few words; or done efficiently without waste
1. Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance.
    (a) basic rules or beliefs
    (b) sins (immoral or unjust acts)
    (c) subtle characteristics
1. The crux of the matter is whether total war in its present form is justifiable, even when it serves a just purpose.
    (a) a feeling of anger or unhappiness at having to accept something not liked
    (b) Hitler's fanatical and oppressive political party in World War II Germany
    (c) the most important or difficult part of a problem, argument, or situation
1. She would get up in the dark and trundle a borrowed two-wheeled push-cart for two hours across the city to a section called Eba, at the mouth of one of the seven estuarial rivers that branch from the Ota River through Hiroshima.
    (a) made by humans -- often to replace something that can be found in nature
    (b) a wide part of a river where it nears the sea and fresh & salt water mix
    (c) the quality or degree of straightness, or absence of anything in between
1. And, later on, other forms of cancer besides leukemia, with longer periods of latency, were showing up at higher than normal rates:
    (a) lack of interest; or the process of stopping interaction or interest
    (b) the amount of time before something that exists is evident or active
    (c) relating to logical examination of something to better understand it
1. One day toward the end of that time, as he continued to cough up blood and grew worrisomely feeble, there gathered around him what he construed as a deathwatch: his wife, Dr. Hattori, the hospital matron, several nurses.
    (a) understood something to have a specific meaning
    (b) a non-doctor who assisted a women in childbirth
    (c) not controlled, prevented, or made less intense
1. FATHER WILHELM KLEINSORGE BACK IN THE HOSPITAL in Tokyo for the second time, Father Kleinsorge was suffering from fever, diarrhea, wounds that would not heal, wildly fluctuating blood counts, and utter exhaustion.
    (a) expressing regret for having done something wrong
    (b) alternately increasing and decreasing in quantity
    (c) giving an opinion of what is wrong with something
1. His growing helplessness kept her in subjugation; she tenderly nursed him.
    (a) devices that turn light into electricity
    (b) forced submission to another's dominance
    (c) to express strong hatred or loathing for
1. The Sisters in charge of the orphanage arranged for her to enter the National Hospital in Beppu for orthopedic surgery.
    (a) opinion of what is good and bad about something
    (b) the majority denomination of Islam (almost 90%)
    (c) relating to medical treatment of bones & joints
1. The anger of many hibakusha, directed at first against the Americans for dropping the bomb, had by now subtly modulated toward their own government, for having involved the country in a rash and doomed aggression.
    (a) disagreed
    (b) postponed
    (c) regulated
1. ON July 1, 1946, before the first anniversary of the bombing, the United States had tested an atomic bomb at the Bikini Atoll.
    (a) island (that is made of a coral reef)
    (b) a room leading to a larger or more important room
    (c) dense, rainy forest with many species
1. Through a press code and other measures, General Douglas MacArthur, the supreme commander of the occupying forces, had strictly prohibited dissemination of or agitation for any reports on the consequences of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings — including the consequence of a desire for peace — and the officials evidently thought that Tanimoto's peace center might get the local governments in trouble.
    (a) to spread widely -- especially information or opinions
    (b) speaks with someone about something for the first time
    (c) the act of protecting something or keeping it as it is
1. Tanimoto persevered, calling together a number of leading citizens, and, after Norman Cousins had set up a Hiroshima Peace Center Foundation in New York to receive American funds, these people established the center in Hiroshima, with Tanimoto's church as its base.
    (a) considered (for affect on a result or outcome)
    (b) held together (connected or united) or wrapped
    (c) kept working at something despite difficulties
1. NORMAN COUSINS had gone to work in New York on the Maidens idea, and in late 1954 Dr. Arthur Barsky, the chief of plastic surgery at both Mount Sinai and Beth Israel hospitals, and Dr. William Hitzig, an internist on the Mount Sinai staff and Cousins' personal physician, arrived in Hiroshima to cull from among the Maidens those whose prospects for transformation by surgery were best.
    (a) mirror back (an image)
    (b) create dramatic change
    (c) select from among many
