Heart of Darkness
Joseph Conrad
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. We waved adieu to our friends at the train station.
    (a) greetings
    (b) hello
    (c) goodbye
1. She didn't mention any names, but everyone knew she was alluding to the President.
    (a) not talking
    (b) being discouraging
    (c) indirectly referring
1. She has scheduled a news conference to respond to the appalling accusations.
    (a) false
    (b) foolish
    (c) horrible
1. She approached the impressive bronze doors.
    (a) notably large and appearing heavy
    (b) made of a type of high-quality metal
    (c) made of a high-quality wood
1. I saw her bronze hair.
    (a) straight
    (b) reddish-brown or yellowish-brown
    (c) curly
1. She found her new colleagues to be quite congenial, making her transition to the new job much easier.
    (a) unfamiliar
    (b) challenging
    (c) friendly
1. She felt desolate when her boyfriend died in a car accident.
    (a) emotional
    (b) miserable
    (c) confused
1. It is in her book of desolate desert photographs.
    (a) empty
    (b) bright
    (c) detailed
1. She is the most eloquent speaker at the school.
    (a) experienced
    (b) well-spoken
    (c) popular
1. The trial was a farce, with witnesses who clearly lied and a judge who didn't care.
    (a) well-run procedure
    (b) complete mockery
    (c) thorough investigation
1. I hope to take the ACT just once. However, I will take it early, so there is time to study and take it again if my scores aren't high enough.
    (a) and
    (b) also
    (c) but
1. However we get there, the main thing is to be absolutely sure we're not late.
    (a) to whatever degree
    (b) whatever way
    (c) even if in a non-standard manner
1. That infernal alarm clock kept going off every five minutes.
    (a) expensive
    (b) antique
    (c) annoying
1. She greeted us with a languid wave of the hand.
    (a) slow and relaxed
    (b) quick and sharp
    (c) stiff and formal
1. Our view was obscured by the smoke.
    (a) enhanced
    (b) made frightening
    (c) blocked
1. An Internet search proved she had plagiarized from an obscure poem written in 1920.
    (a) kept secret
    (b) not known to many people
    (c) well-known decades ago
1. With the clouds looking so ominous, I'm afraid there will be a bad storm.
    (a) threatening
    (b) fast-moving
    (c) huge
1. The area has been inhabited since primeval times.
    (a) ancient
    (b) skillful
    (c) filled
1. It was a profound spiritual experience that changed her life.
    (a) common
    (b) intense
    (c) traditional
1. He is the most intolerable scoundrel on the face of the earth.
    (a) apparently reasonable, but unproven
    (b) person without moral principles
    (c) without pattern or planning
