Hard Times
Charles Dickens
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Will you accompany her to the party?
    (a) precede
    (b) follow
    (c) go with
1. Anyone who plays a musical instrument is encouraged to come to tryouts to accompany the choir.
    (a) enjoy
    (b) perform with
    (c) help evaluate
1. She dresses in accordance with the latest fashions.
    (a) keeping
    (b) opposition
    (c) ignorance
1. After the fight, he turned himself in of his own accord.
    (a) own mind
    (b) own fear
    (c) own safety
1. The singer assented to the request for an encore.
    (a) declined or refused
    (b) dislike or resented
    (c) consented or agreed
1. Her job prospects are hindered as a consequence of the conviction.
    (a) important part
    (b) result
    (c) unimportant part
1. It is the most consequential tax legislation in decades.
    (a) important
    (b) harmful
    (c) unethical
1. The disparity in access to education between urban and rural areas is a significant issue.
    (a) difference
    (b) agreement
    (c) improvement
1. Despite her eminent status in the art world, she remained humble and approachable.
    (a) respected and well-known
    (b) newly acquired
    (c) barely noticed
1. The students entreated the Chinese troops not to use force against peaceful demonstrations.
    (a) bribed (with gifts)
    (b) threatened
    (c) asked earnestly
1. I was inclined to laugh, but I overcame the urge.
    (a) disinclined
    (b) afraid
    (c) tending
1. The boat ramp has a steep incline.
    (a) price
    (b) danger
    (c) slope
1. This weather makes me melancholy. I can't wait for spring,
    (a) sad
    (b) feel like singing
    (c) happy
1. Years of broken promises taught the team to mistrust anything he said.
    (a) not question
    (b) not trust
    (c) not remember
1. Despite the success of the United States, most new democracies choose a parliamentary or hybrid form of government because of the political instability and authoritarianism associated with the many Latin American countries that have chosen a presidential system.
    (a) government in which the court selects the leader
    (b) government in which the legislature selects the leader
    (c) government in which the military selects the leader
1. The country maintains a pretense of a free press.
    (a) false appearance
    (b) strong presence
    (c) diverse presence
1. The lawyers will remonstrate that we're starting without a written agreement, but we trust each other.
    (a) protest
    (b) promise
    (c) explain
1. Don't reproach yourself for things beyond your control.
    (a) congratulate
    (b) criticize
    (c) accept honor for
1. She retorted, "Takes one to know one."
    (a) insulted back
    (b) quickly replied
    (c) joyfully laughed
1. After losing everything, he lived as a vagabond for nearly five years.
    (a) wealthy landowner
    (b) wandering drifter
    (c) settled farmer
