Funny in Farsi
Firoozeh Dumas
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. As if God were playing a linguistic joke on us, we lived in "Veetee-er" (Whittier), we shopped at "Veetvood" (Whitwood) Plaza, I attended "Leffingvell" School, and our neighbor was none other than "Valter Villiams."
    (a) not done on purpose
    (b) not straightforward
    (c) related to language
1. Dragging me along as his interpreter, he and I headed for the Say-On drugstore to buy diet pills and a scale.
    (a) someone who translates language
    (b) someone who extensively damages
    (c) people who criticize or condemn
1. There, we stood out like a bunch of Middle Eastern immigrants in a town where everyone is blond and sails.
    (a) oxygen-carrying parts of red blood cells
    (b) people who came to live in a new country
    (c) acts of taking something on as one's own
1. The all-you-can-eat buffet, that American phenomenon, represented the only endurance exercise at which my family excelled.
    (a) self-serve meal
    (b) wrongly translates
    (c) restarted (a fire)
1. The most exciting part of the trip was the many tunnels, which enabled us to pass through the Elburz Mountains to reach the Caspian.
    (a) got closer to
    (b) made possible
    (c) not satisfied
1. When I first met him, he regaled me with stories of exotic places he had visited: the Maldive Islands, West Africa, Bali, Sri Lanka.
    (a) entertained
    (b) hired again
    (c) briefly saw
1. Francois's life of affluence in the Parisian suburbs, on the other hand, had left him itching for adventure.
    (a) the ability to be taken up or received into heaven
    (b) the state or character of being good or beneficial
    (c) people who are, or the condition of being, wealthy
1. In hindsight, I believe my ability to dodge all learning opportunities did reveal a certain inner strength, a persistent refusal to be like the others.
    (a) tendency to be direct in a disagreeable, insensitive manner
    (b) continuing -- especially despite difficulties or opposition
    (c) the degree or quality of being exactly vertical or straight
1. After his return to Iran and subsequent marriage, he had convinced my mother to make Jell-O on a fairly regular basis.
    (a) able to take on or adopt
    (b) the state of being awake
    (c) following something else
1. My father, having inherited the cautious and law-abiding genes in the family, could never quite gather the courage to join his older brother on these free movie escapades, even though he really, really wanted to see the films.
    (a) law-obeying
    (b) well suited
    (c) a last name
1. If my father limited his handyman skills to his own humble abode, that would be fine.
    (a) fruit cooked with sugar (like jam)
    (b) home
    (c) didn't trust or have confidence in
1. He was looking for an excuse to segue into his scintillating speech on the petroleum industry in Iran—its past, its present, and its future.
    (a) interacting, interesting, or attracting
    (b) brilliantly lively, clever, or exciting
    (c) making different; or showing difference
1. Since it is a secular holiday, Nowruz is celebrated by the entire country, as Thanksgiving is in the United States.
    (a) inappropriate
    (b) not religious
    (c) not important
1. His salary was half what it had been before the revolution, but he was nonetheless extremely grateful to wake up and go to work every day.
    (a) in keeping with or in agreement with what was just stated
    (b) therefore (for that reason)
    (c) in spite of that (used to connect contrasting ideas)
1. I didn't want to get on her bad side early on in this lucrative job so I smiled as I tried to untangle her arms.
    (a) changeable
    (b) profitable
    (c) related to
1. I would pick up the receiver to find somebody from the Alliance Francaise with a piddling question or comment.
    (a) set of competing interests amongst neighbors
    (b) association formed to support common interests
    (c) sense of isolation due to competing interests
1. We reached the Champs-Elysées approximately ten minutes after the rest of the population of Western Europe.
    (a) cheerfully and friendly
    (b) about (but not exactly)
    (c) relating to the outside
1. More important, this job meant that Aunt Sedigeh had the scoop on every impending marriage for miles around.
    (a) strongly biased
    (b) about to happen
    (c) material wealth
1. What triggered my fascination wasn't the sheer majesty of the librarian's nose, but her abundant confidence.
    (a) able to be disagreed with
    (b) present in great quantity
    (c) not tending to find fault
1. If you were to design a theme park around the crashed drug plane, what would you call it?
    (a) an amusement park with one or more basic underlying ideas -- such as the "Magic Kingdom" of Disneyworld
    (b) a living organism such as a bacterium, or virus that is so small, it can be seen only with a microscope
    (c) someone who specializes in a branch of psychology concerned with the links between biology and behavior
