For Esme:—with Love and Squalor
J. D. Salinger
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. One of the objectives in my literature class is to acquaint my students with different cultures.
    (a) make surprised
    (b) make a list for
    (c) make familiar
1. My candid opinion is that their team is much better than ours, but an upset isn't impossible.
    (a) tactful
    (b) honest
    (c) expert
1. It is not enough to be compassionate. We must act. It is not enough to act. We must act with intelligence.
    (a) lucky
    (b) sympathetic
    (c) talented
1. Does the sentence contradict what is said in the previous paragraph?
    (a) reinforce
    (b) disagree with
    (c) expand upon
1. The worst mix -- greedy, cunning, and without morals.
    (a) stupid and impatient
    (b) strong and cruel
    (c) clever and deceitful
1. The duration of the flight from New York to London is about seven hours.
    (a) length of time
    (b) distance covered
    (c) total cost
1. I hope to take the ACT just once. However, I will take it early, so there is time to study and take it again if my scores aren't high enough.
    (a) but
    (b) also
    (c) and
1. However safe we make it, there will always be risk.
    (a) no matter how
    (b) on-the-other-hand
    (c) in addition
1. I was inclined to laugh, but I overcame the urge.
    (a) tending
    (b) afraid
    (c) disinclined
1. She accepted her fate with listless resignation.
    (a) lonely
    (b) unenergetic
    (c) frustrated
1. We can work together or perish separately.
    (a) die
    (b) work
    (c) fail
1. The once self-conscious girl is now a woman with considerable poise.
    (a) education
    (b) style
    (c) composure
1. She recorded her family history for posterity, hoping her great-grandchildren would one day read it.
    (a) personal amusement
    (b) future generations
    (c) academic records
1. As a group, the people with a family history of heart disease have a higher propensity to develop the condition themselves.
    (a) tendency
    (b) avoidance
    (c) fear
1. She is operating to repair the muscle wall through which the hernia protrudes.
    (a) heals over
    (b) shrinks back
    (c) sticks out
1. I resolved to never drink again.
    (a) was forced
    (b) was encouraged
    (c) firmly decided
1. The refugees lived in squalid conditions with no clean water or proper shelter.
    (a) loud and crowded
    (b) filthy and unpleasant
    (c) clean and pleasant
1. While my living conditions are not what I would like, they are far better than the kind of squalor I read of in Charles Dickens novels.
    (a) confusion
    (b) cruelty
    (c) slum
1. Her thinking was superficial.
    (a) deep
    (b) creative
    (c) shallow
1. Don't waste my time with trifling matters.
    (a) other's
    (b) future
    (c) unimportant
