For Esme:—with Love and Squalor
J. D. Salinger
Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The next thing I knew, the young lady was standing, with enviable poise, beside my table.
    (a) to dominate harshly and unfairly  OR  to deny equal rights to others or make them suffer
    (b) composure or grace
    (c) persuade someone to want something (often sex or love) by tempting with something desired
1. My guest, however, calmly moved her chair an inch or two so that her back broke all possible further communication with the home table.
    (a) in keeping with or in agreement with what was just stated
    (b) therefore (for that reason)
    (c) though (used to connect contrasting ideas)
1. He thought if he wrote a letter to an old friend of his in New York there might be some quick, however slight, therapy in it for him.
    (a) aka analysis -- psychiatric treatment; or a theory of psychiatric treatment
    (b) regardless of how
    (c) people who are good at or spend much time studying, thinking, and reasoning
1. I'm training myself to be more compassionate.
    (a) feeling or showing sympathy for another's suffering
    (b) to support by providing money or other economic aid
    (c) did not find a condition or substance to be present
1. They were quite well mated, though, in a superficial way.
    (a) comprehensive (thorough)
    (b) relating to a surface (perhaps appearances) rather than to anything deep or penetrating
    (c) deep and creative
1. To be quite candid, Father really needed more of an intellectual companion than Mother was.
    (a) complete or total
    (b) honest and straightforward
    (c) greater than zero
1. This was a statement of faith, not a contradiction, and I quickly switched horses.
    (a) nerve cells running from the base of the skull to the lower back and enclosed by vertebrae in adults
    (b) something made of the brownish metal with the same name -- such as a sculpture or a third place medal
    (c) something (typically a statement) that disagrees with itself; or (more rarely) the act of disagreeing
1. I'm saving a number of his letters for posterity.
    (a) not thinking carefully
    (b) lacks adequate funding
    (c) all future generations
1. "Are you at all acquainted with squalor?"
I said not exactly but that I was getting better acquainted with it, in one form or another, all the time,
    (a) filth -- especially a place that is extremely dirty and unpleasant
    (b) a general feeling of not being as good as others
    (c) the act, process, or instance of telling a story
1. My mother had a propensity to spoil him.
    (a) a subtle characteristic
    (b) tendency or inclination
    (c) interaction or interest
1. Are you at all acquainted with squalor?
    (a) not having taken power or responsibility
    (b) compensated for a loss; or paid a reward
    (c) familiar with
1. This is the squalid, or moving, part of the story, and the scene changes.
    (a) unpleasant (possibly repulsive)
    (b) with the involvement of other people or things
    (c) the state or degree of being greater than zero
1. I'm still around, but from here on in, for reasons I'm not at liberty to disclose, I've disguised myself so cunningly that even the cleverest reader will fail to recognize me.
    (a) in a manner that impacts the natural world (life, air, water, land...)
    (b) cleverly
    (c) aka analytically -- in a manner that relates to a theory of psychiatry
1. He opened the envelope, loosely resolved to read the letter straight through, but read only the top half of the first page.
    (a) adapted
    (b) changed
    (c) decided
1. A comb with a fountain-pen clip protruded, familiarly, from the right-hand pocket of his olive-drab shirt.
    (a) continued
    (b) disagreed
    (c) stuck out
1. "Show it to ya later," Clay said, listlessly.
    (a) in a manner that stops or hinders something
    (b) in a manner involving only one part or side
    (c) with a lack of energy and normal enthusiasm
1. Clay looked surprised, almost a trifle hurt.
    (a) leave a place, job or position previously occupied
    (b) little
    (c) someone (or something) taking the place of another
1. 17,——ROAD, ——DEVON JUNE 7, 1944 DEAR SERGEANT X, I hope you will forgive me for having taken 38 days to begin our correspondence but, I have been extremely busy as my aunt has undergone streptococcus of the throat and nearly perished and I have been justifiably saddled with one responsibility after another.
    (a) examined in detail to better understand
    (b) died, was destroyed, or ceased to exist
    (c) moved into position to work; or started
1. Sincerely yours, ESMA P.S. I am taking the liberty of enclosing my wristwatch which you may keep in your possession for the duration of the conflict.
    (a) a particular understanding or explanation
    (b) meticulousness (care about small details)
    (c) the time during which something continues
1. Please write as soon as you have the time and inclination.
    (a) desire (are in the mood)
    (b) act of hiring again
    (c) wrong understanding
