Fahrenheit 451
Ray Bradbury
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. If you don't want a man unhappy politically, don't give him two sides to a question to worry him.... Give the people contests they win by remembering the words to more popular songs or the names of state capitals or how much corn Iowa grew last year. Cram them full of non-combustible data...
    (a) burnable
    (b) traditional
    (c) important
1. My uncle says the architects got rid of the front porches because they didn't look well. But my uncle says that was merely rationalizing it; the real reason, hidden underneath, might be they didn't want people sitting like that, doing nothing, rocking, talking; that was the wrong kind of social life.
    (a) replacing reason with emotion
    (b) thinking in an illogical way
    (c) using reason to make an excuse
1. Montag did not look back at his wife as he went trembling along the hall to the kitchen, where he stood a long time watching the rain hit the windows before he came back down the hall in the gray light, waiting for the tremble to subside.
    (a) stop hurting
    (b) go away
    (c) return
1. The old man admitted to being a retired English professor who had been thrown out upon the world forty years ago when the last liberal arts college shut for lack of students and patronage.
    (a) general knowledge
    (b) progressive arts
    (c) fine arts
1. The old man admitted to being a retired English professor who had been thrown out upon the world forty years ago when the last liberal arts college shut for lack of students and patronage.
    (a) patriotism
    (b) customers
    (c) donations of money
1. It's an insidious plan, if I do say so myself.
    (a) complicated and with many details
    (b) original and creative
    (c) causing much damage in a hidden way
1. My cowardice is of such a passion, complementing the revolutionary spirit that lives in its shadow, I was forced to design this. [Faber explaining why he designed his communication device]
    (a) eliminating entirely
    (b) combining well with
    (c) saying nice things about
1. "A little learning is a dangerous thing. Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring; There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain, and drinking largely sobers us again."
    (a) makes less impaired (weakened)
    (b) awakens from slumber (sleep)
    (c) makes more solemn (serious)
1. I summed my side up with rare serenity in, 'The folly of mistaking a metaphor for a proof, a torrent of verbiage for a spring of capital truths, and oneself as an oracle, is inborn in us, Mr. Valery once said.'
    (a) unreliable statement
    (b) similarity between things
    (c) sincere belief
1. I summed my side up with rare serenity in, 'The folly of mistaking a metaphor for a proof, a torrent of verbiage for a spring of capital truths, and oneself as an oracle, is inborn in us, Mr. Valery once said.'
    (a) careful selection
    (b) overwhelming amount
    (c) shouted loudly
1. "Oh, you were scared silly," said Beatty, "for I was doing a terrible thing in using the very books you clung to, to rebut you on every hand, on every point!"
    (a) mislead
    (b) lie to
    (c) argue against
1. He glanced perfunctorily at it, and shoved it in his pocket.
    (a) with great interest
    (b) with dramatic secrecy
    (c) without much interest
1. Its real beauty is that it destroys responsibility and consequences . . . clean, quick, sure; nothing to rot later. Antibiotic, aesthetic, practical.
    (a) tasteful or attractive
    (b) related to money
    (c) related to morality
1. You threw them off at the river. They can't admit it. ... So they're sniffing for a scapegoat to end things with a bang.
    (a) someone to punish
    (b) someone to lead
    (c) someone to follow
1. We're stopped and searched occasionally, but there's nothing on our persons to incriminate us.
    (a) make appear guilty
    (b) identify
    (c) offer protection
1. The most important single thing we had to pound into ourselves was that we were not important, we mustn't be pedants; we were not to feel superior to anyone else in the world. We're nothing more than dust-jackets for books, of no significance otherwise.
    (a) too concerned with personal feelings
    (b) too concerned with personal wealth
    (c) too concerned with academic knowledge
1. He was looking for a brightness, a resolve, a triumph over tomorrow that hardly seemed to be there.  ... [But] these men had seemed no different than any others...
"Don't judge a book by its cover," someone said.
    (a) clear thinking
    (b) firmness of purpose
    (c) gentle kindness
1. 'I hate a Roman named Status Quo!' he said to me. 'Stuff your eyes with wonder,' he said, 'live as if you'd drop dead in ten seconds. See the world. It's more fantastic than any dream made or paid for in factories.'
    (a) (a Latin expression meaning) seize the day
    (b) (a Latin expression meaning) this too will pass
    (c) (a Latin expression meaning) the existing state of affairs
1. Ask no guarantees, ask for no security, there never was such an animal. And if there were, it would be related to the great sloth which hangs upside down in a tree all day every day, sleeping its life away.
    (a) a type of animal that hides in trees
    (b) a type of animal that is fearful
    (c) a type of animal that seldom moves
1. We know all the damn silly things we've done for a thousand years, and as long as we know that and always have it around where we can see it, some day we'll stop making the goddam funeral pyres and jumping into the middle of them.
    (a) piles of wood
    (b) big pots
    (c) deep pits
