East of Eden
John Steinbeck
Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Their customer satisfaction rating is abysmal.
    (a) very bad
    (b) fantastic
    (c) complicated
1. She described his physical attributes.
    (a) weaknesses
    (b) strengths
    (c) characteristics
1. She attributes her success to hard work.
    (a) gives help for
    (b) gives credit for
    (c) gives money for
1. It's a contentious and complicated issue that I think should be discussed at a separate meeting.
    (a) complex
    (b) philosophical
    (c) controversial
1. She contracted AIDS by sharing needles.
    (a) spread
    (b) got
    (c) risked
1. The cold made the aluminum rod contract more than the steel rod.
    (a) stretch
    (b) shorten
    (c) stick
1. She felt desolate when her boyfriend died in a car accident.
    (a) confused
    (b) emotional
    (c) miserable
1. This may be our last chance to devise a compromise that will save the peace.
    (a) create
    (b) save
    (c) consider
1. The victors write the history and disparage their enemies.
    (a) erase from history
    (b) criticize
    (c) defeat
1. The funhouse mirror distorted her reflection, making her head look huge.
    (a) reflected
    (b) altered
    (c) improved
1. Despite her eminent status in the art world, she remained humble and approachable.
    (a) respected and well-known
    (b) barely noticed
    (c) newly acquired
1. Scientist do not know all the functions that the nutrient performs.
    (a) transitions in form
    (b) natural activities
    (c) mathematical calculations
1. My brain does not function as well when I'm under stress.
    (a) work
    (b) have fun
    (c) feel
1. Her timing and technique were immaculate.
    (a) adequate
    (b) perfect
    (c) terrible
1. The apartment is immaculate.
    (a) messy or dirty
    (b) completely neat and clean
    (c) immense (very large)
1. He is too ornery to celebrate his birthday.
    (a) old
    (b) ill
    (c) bad-tempered
1. The committee will probe the cause of the failure.
    (a) make worse
    (b) investigate
    (c) make better
1. She said that if I don't resign, I will be fired.
    (a) renew an agreement
    (b) do better
    (c) quit
1. She was resigned to being embarrassed by her younger brother.
    (a) resistant
    (b) with acceptance
    (c) putting a stop
1. Police used to be allowed to use their discretion in deciding whether to arrest any vagrant.
    (a) person who used recreational drugs
    (b) impoverished person without a home or job
    (c) someone who is visiting from out-of-town
