East of Eden
John Steinbeck
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She had a dour Presbyterian mind and a code of morals that pinned down and beat the brains out of nearly everything that was pleasant to do.
    (a) relating to understanding or explaining something in a particular way
    (b) [of food] able to be prepared in a manner that keeps it from spoiling
    (c) very serious, stern, and unfriendly -- often in a gloomy or harsh way
1. He had a rich deep voice, good both in song and in speech, and while he had no brogue there was a rise and a lilt and a cadence to his talk that made it sound sweet in the ears of the taciturn farmers from the valley bottom.
    (a) learn, discover, or decide in advance
    (b) protect something or keep it as it is
    (c) pleasing way of speaking
1. The youth, inexperience, and taciturnity of Alice Trask all turned out to be assets for Cyrus.
    (a) a document granting permission to do something
    (b) held together (connected or united) or wrapped
    (c) reserve and reticence (tendency not to communicate)
1. In the total telling, it made him at once the most mobile and ubiquitous private in the history of warfare.
    (a) without a tendency to be full of thought
    (b) lacking a tendency to be full of thought
    (c) being present everywhere or all the time
1. The many places where it seems to refute itself did not confuse her in the least.
    (a) disprove or argue against
    (b) find, search, or research
    (c) being a boundary or limit
1. Charles said truculently.
    (a) with great annoyance
    (b) defiantly aggressive
    (c) in a wasteful manner
1. The word had connotations of dirt and slovenliness and dishonor.
    (a) the state or degree of being optimistic or agreeable
    (b) messy or dirty;

or:

excessively careless or casual
    (c) the quality of being very bad (deserving no respect)
1. Lee smiled satirically at him.
    (a) with disbelief; or with difficulty accepting something so unexpected
    (b) in a manner that influences reason or general desire to do something
    (c) a way of making fun of people or ideas -- often through exaggeration
1. My wife is one of those paragons—a woman who does not talk very much.
    (a) an ideal instance; or model of excellence
    (b) emphasizes (calls attention to something)
    (c) causes great mental or physical suffering
1. That way she'll dissemble her pleasure.
    (a) change reality
    (b) hide or disguise the truth without outright lying
    (c) re-think beliefs
1. When thou tillest the ground it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.
    (a) a person who wanders from town to town with no fixed home or job
    (b) accept something undesired as unavoidable or the lesser of evils
    (c) feel angry or unhappy about having to accept something not liked
1. She was an athlete, a marble player, a pitcher of one-o'-cat, and the trappings of a girl inhibited her.
    (a) governed
    (b) limited in action
    (c) encouraged
1. She was very pretty and she made coquettish little jokes.
    (a) related to the setting or situation in which something occurs
    (b) trustworthy with secrets or subtle (not attracting attention)
    (c) casually playful in a way that arouses sexual interest of men
1. There's no spring-board to philanthropy like a bad conscience.
    (a) helping others
    (b) opinion of what is good and bad about something
    (c) the majority denomination of Islam (almost 90%)
1. The opulence of having a teacher for each grade made a deep impression on them.
    (a) not thinking carefully
    (b) luxury
    (c) lowers moral standards
1. Although he had no friends he was welcomed by his obsequious class-mates and took up a natural and cold position of leadership in the schoolyard.
    (a) able to be restored to good condition
    (b) not bouncing back light/heat/sound...
    (c) excessively eager to flatter or serve
1. He understood why Aron could not work at home in an atmosphere not conducive to hard clean thought.
    (a) tending to have excessively unfavorable opinions
    (b) helpful; or tending to contribute (to something)
    (c) the state or degree of criticism or disagreement
1. If she had been six she would have been the despair of her parents.
    (a) things that are able to change
    (b) something that causes hopelessness or distress
    (c) someone who disturbs or annoys
1. When, far up the track, the block signal snapped from red to green and the long, stabbing probe of the headlight sheered the bend and blared on the station, men looked at their watches and said, "On time."
    (a) raced
    (b) abruptly changed direction on
    (c) made a gentle arc
1. We are mundane and materialistic—and do you know of any other nation that acts for ideals?
    (a) unable or difficult to meet and talk with
    (b) too concerned with wealth and possessions
    (c) without purpose, job, or natural activity
