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Joseph Heller
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The police chief made a statement that assuaged many people's worst fears.
    (a) made a joke of
    (b) soothed
    (c) made worse
1. She found her new colleagues to be quite congenial, making her transition to the new job much easier.
    (a) challenging
    (b) unfamiliar
    (c) friendly
1. She is so diffident; I can't imagine her as president of the organization.
    (a) young
    (b) unassertive
    (c) argumentative
1. She likes it when they stick to the numbers and don't digress into storytelling.
    (a) compete
    (b) elaborate
    (c) wander
1. The movie is rated "R" because of explicit sex scenes.
    (a) unclear in meaning -- especially where opposing interpretations are reasonable (sometimes intentionally)
    (b) expressing or displaying sexual activity or nudity in a manner that leaves little to the imagination
    (c) describing someone who consumes more than they should -- especially eating and drinking too much
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) wealthy
    (b) impulsive
    (c) cautious
1. She is too indolent for med school.
    (a) kind
    (b) lazy
    (c) calm
1. She considers our political system inert and calls for violent revolution as the path to change.
    (a) corrupt
    (b) energetic
    (c) unmoving
1. She fought against the iniquity of slavery.
    (a) immorality
    (b) supporters
    (c) practice
1. Her usual mood is one of irascible impatience.
    (a) unable to find
    (b) easily angered
    (c) very important
1. I'm very myopic, but my contacts correct for it.
    (a) unable to see distant objects clearly
    (b) unable to see well in dim light
    (c) unable to see close objects clearly
1. The obsequious waiter praised every comment the celebrity made.
    (a) too eager to please
    (b) quick to complain
    (c) hard to recognize
1. After breaking the window, the penitent boy apologized to his neighbor.
    (a) feeling regret for wrongdoing
    (b) confused about the rules
    (c) proud of one's actions
1. The pugnacious Congressman was in no mood to compromise.
    (a) ineffective or bad
    (b) quick to fight or argue
    (c) effective or good
1. Even after years apart, the rancor between the brothers had not faded at all.
    (a) mild curiosity
    (b) warm affection
    (c) deep bitterness
1. Her warm smile and friendly salutation set the tone for the entire meeting.
    (a) greeting
    (b) smile
    (c) introduction
1. The restaurant was shut down due to its slovenly kitchen conditions.
    (a) costly
    (b) dirty
    (c) inefficient
1. He's a suave operator, but completely insincere.
    (a) adorable
    (b) sophisticated
    (c) smart
1. Everyone liked the idea. The arguments I prepared to support it were superfluous.
    (a) important
    (b) unnecessary
    (c) appreciated
1. The truculent dog barked and growled at anyone who came near.
    (a) defiantly aggressive
    (b) very frightening
    (c) exceedingly unhappy
