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Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. I tried to banish the thought from my mind.
    (a) collect
    (b) understand
    (c) send away
1. I would like to speak directly to the manager.
    (a) personally
    (b) when convenient
    (c) formally
1. She is easy to work with. She is direct in her communications and expectations.
    (a) straightforward
    (b) considerate
    (c) humble
1. There is too much discord in their home.
    (a) conflict
    (b) loud noise
    (c) uncritical agreement
1. She heard the discordant clanging of pots in the kitchen.
    (a) loud sound
    (b) attractive sound
    (c) unpleasant sound
1. It was an elegant dinner party.
    (a) refined and tasteful
    (b) unsuitable (not fitting) for a particular situation
    (c) feeling or showing sympathy for another's suffering
1. Einstein's Theory of Relativity was an elegant solution to the contradiction that a constant speed of light created within Newtonian physics.
    (a) simple (and often more comprehensive) than most would anticipate
    (b) showing a gloomy or bad mood -- often by not interacting with others in a friendly way
    (c) related to single segments of DNA which when combined determine inherited traits
1. Which word choice would help to establish a serious tone.
    (a) create
    (b) avoid
    (c) increase
1. The sixth paragraph (lines 67-68) is primarily concerned with establishing the contrast between men and masculine traits.
    (a) showing
    (b) exaggerating
    (c) minimizing
1. She should forswear contributions from special interest groups.
    (a) stop (taking)
    (b) make public
    (c) take advantage of
1. I hope to take the ACT just once. However, I will take it early, so there is time to study and take it again if my scores aren't high enough.
    (a) and
    (b) also
    (c) but
1. However safe we make it, there will always be risk.
    (a) in addition
    (b) on-the-other-hand
    (c) no matter how
1. However we get there, the main thing is to be absolutely sure we're not late.
    (a) even if in a non-standard manner
    (b) to whatever degree
    (c) whatever way
1. She was imbued from infancy with a sense that life should be fair.
    (a) filled
    (b) discouraged
    (c) misled
1. Many graduates have high college debt. Moreover, too many of them haven't found good-paying jobs.
    (a) in contrast to that
    (b) as a result of that
    (c) in addition to that
1. She loves him. Nevertheless, she is determined to stop seeing him unless he stops drinking.
    (a) also
    (b) despite that
    (c) in addition
1. We ate lunch under the open-sided pavilion near the lake.
    (a) narrow garden path
    (b) tall stone monument
    (c) freestanding shelter
1. The powerful stallion galloped across the open field.
    (a) male horse
    (b) young calf
    (c) wild deer
1. I couldn't think clearly until the pain subsided.
    (a) forced focus
    (b) decreased
    (c) was treated
1. The flood waters have subsided.
    (a) risen higher
    (b) settled to a lower level
    (c) created disorder
